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I'rom the Lditors-
All the writing within these pages comes under the collective voise of the Saving leeland Campaign. We arc diverse and
come from different positions across the world. We also have slightly different beliefs and views, Because of this, each article has
been written by an individual and that individual has been briefly introduced at the beginning of their writing. We wanted to &
this so that their words could be put into the context of who they are and what they have experienced. We wanted to make &
clear that each person speaks autonomously and does not always speak for everyone.

However, at the same time, all the voices in this magazint come from the same :i.l.n'-ulilli;I |||::|i|LI; A |m:-miu|| fior the defence o
the Icelandic wilderness and the resistance to heavy industry across the globe. It is under this common banner that we 2=
together, and that we write together under this title, We are a collective and we hope that is reflected here too, There were lots o
silent contributors to this mag:u_im-. the ones who took the |:|}1:|1 05, OTga nised the camps, locked themselves to the digg::ﬁ,
cooked the food, raised the money, acted in solidarity, designed the pages, checked the facts and made the suggestions. There as
a couple of pieces of writing that have been attributed to no one. This is because they reflect the voice or actions of us all.

There is a lot which could not fit into this publication! You can find so much more at www.savingiccland.org . We heow
that what's in here will both shock and inspire you. And we really hope that you will join us in the fight to defend the Icelanss
wilderness and the earth!- x
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Saving leeland s an  internadonal nerwork  dedicared w0

resisting, stopping and ulrimarely reversing the destrucrion of

leeland's wilderness to produce power for heavy industry. The
highlands of leeland are one of the largest and most ecologically
rich areas in FUrﬂ-pﬁ:. the unigue chlﬂ_ﬁ'r and sulrarcne climare
harbour a stunning array of fauna, flora and landscapes. Bur
mostly uninhabired wilderness has the potential to
generate a huge amount of energy from large scale hydrapower
and geothermal power srations. 1t's this energy, falsely labelled
as ‘green’ and ‘renewable’ thar lures multinational corporations,
mostly aluminium corporatione, ro Ieeland.

Last the completon of
H‘I.‘L'Ir{u:leftrlld. Plang; a 200 metre l'l.igh gonerele |_|'.|1n thar
flooded 57 square kilometers of Iceland's eastern highlands and
mterrupted the flow of 2 huge glacial rivers, solely to power a
new aluminium smelter owned by Alcea. In the summer of
2005 a few Icelandic environmenralists set up a protest camp in
the area to be flooded having appealed for solidarity and help
from acrivises abroad. Saving lecland as a network grew from
this action camp and the resistance thar continued throughout

leeland's
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thar summer after the camp had been evicred. The purpose of
the action camp had been to bring direct action and a much
more radical tone ro the struggle against heavy indusrrialisation,
a struggle thar in recenr years had been cowed into symbolic
prorest and inactivity, That summer saw lots of effective actions
and inspired more throughout the winter. Internatonals who
had Been at the camp were heartened o hear of the leelandic
Parliament’s roof being occupied by mounrain rescue teams and
a series ol office occuparions by a group of 30 or 20 youths.

In 2006 Saving leeland wanted o broaden the appeal
of direct action to more Icelanders and build links with more
mainstream groups and collaborared with Lslandsvinir on a ren
day family protest camp near the almost complete Karahnjokar
Dam. This camp was a base for several large actions and ar one
point was occupied by over 200 people. Saving leeland
comtinued actions throughout the summer, including resisting
the eviction of their protest camp site in the area o be flooded
and an occuparion of the smelter consrruction site that lasted
over 8 hours and cost the company over a quarter of a million
potnds.

Despite  rthese of resistnce to the

MO SUIMIMErs

Karahnjikar Dam, increasing voices of dissent across Iceland
and 15,000 people |n:|.r.'|1l“j_: in Reykjavik...the dam doors were
closed on the moming of 28 September 2006, and rhe river
Jékulsa began to drown the valley

With rhe Kirahnjikar Dam completed excepr for
underground works, 2007 saw a need for a change in siratepy
and focus. The acrion camp was established much closer 1o
Revkjavik and began with a conference entitled ‘Consequences
of Heavy Indusiry’ with delegares from other campaigns that
oppose the aluminium indusrry in Trinidad, South Africa and
Brazil. While many of last summers acrions were typical of the
campaign so far (blockades, occuparions erc),
publicly advertised and arrracted quite broad participation, such
as a Reclaim the Streets in Revkjavik.

Recently construction has starred on a new smelter for
Century ar Helgwvik, despite it having no valid Environmental
Impact Assessment. Energy companies are looking to build and

SOme were

expand geothermal plants across the sourh west and the
National FPower Company are pushing to build 4 dams on the
lower Thjorsd river where the community is derermined to resist
It

Saving Iceland has no leaders or hierarchy and while
r:lm[.'.-uij_ﬂ.'i cmplo}‘s i wil:li: range ol mches rhrrc's il Srong
underlying philosophy that in the end ir is Direcr Action that

|1!l'

gets the goods. This ethos coupled with a ‘no compromise in
the defence of the carth’ stance has cerainly reinviporared
resistance in leeland. Not ro menrion considerably shifting the
middle ground, radicalising youth culture and galvanising
environmentalists. Since the campaign’s founding, lcelandic
environmentalism has cvolved from a series of single issue
debates into a broad push to save the land's resources froam
exploitarion ar the hands of multinationals. Despire continued
attemprs to marginalise it, the campaign has widespread support
across the from ardses
earmarked for desrruction are beginning to look safer; the
aluminium lobly is facing resistance ar from
Zrassroors prowps,

At the time of publishing, Saving leeland is getting
ready to hold its fourth action camp (July 2008). Saving Iceland
has regular gatherings throughout the vear in various places

communiry [ L&) 1".ir|1:r.'r.s. ."J|'|TI:‘|'I". once

ovieny  step

(inside and ourside of leeland) and organizes itself enrrely by
consensus. Solidarity actions welcomed ar any rime.

Direct Action: Any kind of action that bypasses lobbying, symbelic
provest and middlemen, o achieve goals ourselves, and with Urgency.
Direct Acnion can be diverse and creativie. Based on the idea thar
power should be dispersed and the world shaped by us, not others an
our hehalf,

Lonsensus: A decisionmaking process thar includes sveryone. Instead
of using majoniy vonng in which rhe minority are ignored, consensus
bears all voices.




MIRIAM ROSE is an environmental activist and
environmental scientist from the UR

Iceland since May zoo07 and has n very
involved in actions against the alumuinum industry
¢ has also visited the Narmada river in
India where tribal pe i
dams that will displace at least ooo people. Miriam
with d tation from  lceland in
."'.l."‘i' r.-.'l.l'i.li.:ﬂ' |-.|..'Ilrr n '|||I,!||:\|_]'.J|_'illlf|!1'

since 2000,

e Lo resist a series of
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against the government’s heavy industry policy. Luckily

s public outcry against
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h"..l unfair accusantic
In our safe and comforrable western sociery, nature has been
tamed and comodified like everything else around s relesared
to landscaped parks, quaint lintle fields and ordered managed
forests. As beautiful and valuable as these friendly and
biodiverse areas are, they are a far ay from namre ar it's most
OTrganic -‘il'ld l'lh.‘l;' state, “.ll:"..'t\'..‘ ]J{m‘t:rt.u| Processes of birth ﬂt\d
death, erosion and deposition and sun and rain, shape the
evolution of vast ecosystems without human's pacifying rouch.
overwhelming
mountaing, deserrs, rivers and forests which, from our sofas in
front of the discovery channel, make us feel so small and in awe
of life on this beautiful planer.

The mvsterious and isolated island of leeland now contains

This is rhe wilderness, the cxpanses  of

the largest remaining wilderness in Western Fur pe. With its
300,000 strong population concentrated into Reykjavik and a
few tiny coastal towns, the rest of the country = a pure and wild
land of unearthly beauty. Here roaring placial rivers carry
millions of ronnes of nutrient rich sile to the Atlantic, feeding
the '-Il!_"ﬂl-‘ and fizsh rhar creare and maintin i1i|.,1;!'|~.|;'r5|1\,' 11 Our
SN I{{:TL' Aarc ll'H.' |.'-rd.‘v|'4'h1‘|lq Erl_'&[”"u:l-f t";"r n']_l'“"]". T]'ll._'_]l_l,‘hﬂ.“_l}-\. |_:||
birds, who migrate in douds of flapping wings every winter for
warmer climes. Here looming white placiers meer with kot
steaming rivers, which flow throuply mossy willeys and dezolare
sand deserts 1o the crashing seas. It is an absolurely unique
landscape on this planet, and one which has inspired artists,
poets and almost anyone who steps into ir, since humans first
set foor on this stranee voleanie izland

Mow this last great outpost of unadulterared Furopean
nature is at threat from the greedy hands of the Aluminium
industry, the Icelandic government and others who wish w
profir from the grear energy resources of this powerful land. As
fishing stocks decrease and this rich narion becomes ever more
affluent and ambitious, the lcelandic elite have rumed o their
plentiful resources of thundering rivers and boiling peorthermal
lields ro facilitare their ever growing economy. The idea is w
export this energy in the form of Aluminium; mined in South
America and Avsrralia, smelred in Iceland with hydro and
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geothermal power and sold in America and Europe, partly &
feed the ever prowing arms made

The energy master plan (see centre pages) drawn up by the
government  and
exploiting every major river and geothermal zone in the counrry,
i1||1.| I..I H.I'F'IIH.'IH :ill_‘,‘_' H'I:H.l l‘II.'.‘! Ti I'!.'Il'lf__: r!]l.ﬁ Wl |.11i] I_'Illl:' Wil Iﬁ_:len".!_': 5
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completely, drying the veins of the land and flooding i
colouriul valleys. I this vision is realised it could be one of the
grearest European covirommental rragedies of our time.

For the lcelandic people it iz rough to see the facts throuch
the high profile PR greenwashing of their natonal powes
company {(Landsvirkjun), and the bribery and promises of rhe
Aluminium giante- whe build HpOrls halls and new roads, and
pay off consultants and politicians for their contentious
fm,‘h_‘arl:-_"s. 1".":'11-:11 the E'II.lEL"’ K'.il:.lhu]ukm dam m the easrem
highlands drowned 57km2 of uncharted wilderness for a single
340,000 smelter in the rtiny Eastern village of
Reydarfiordur, half of the nation cheered and half cried. Thes
gaw hupe prosperiry and advancement in this status symbol
megaproject. However, almost 2 vears on it turns our thar the

TOTTe

project has provided much less economic benefir than expected.
and much greater environmental impacr; affecring 3% of the
countries landmass, f'l.:lll..iu:_-, mwapma to rise dangerously in 2

saving lecland does Reclaim the Streers, Revkjavik, 2007

nearby voleano, flooding arcas10m higher than planned and
almost completely drowning the prorecred reindeer breec

grounds in Kringilsarrani, In 2007 QECD economisr Va
]':-‘ﬂ'l'-'.ﬁm.".l':-' ﬂ']‘lﬂrﬁi‘d thar the |'|.1.'|:.'=:T.' l.‘nru'l.ﬂ investment into hes
industry was causing massive inflation and had uncerras
benefirs for the economy. He recommended that leeland slos
down on the planned industrial expansion until the effects o
this project alone could be derermined. Despite this warnin
the government continues to plough ahead wirh its plans s
build 2 more smelters and expand ar leasr 2 exisring ones in fhe




nexi fow VCATS.

In Helpuvik, close to Reykjavik, illemal consmuction of 4
250,000 tonne Century Aluminium smelrer began in March
2008. The power company had not complered a valid ELA
(Enwironmental Impact Assessment) for the whole project and
its power sources, a trick already played during construction of
the ALCOA smelter in the Fast, nor consulted rhe local peaple.
Contracts were simply signed and the diggers moved in. In
Pjorsa, where 4 dams are proposed 1o provide energy for this
and other
Southwestern projects, locals joined together horrified by the
outright threats and bribery of the national power company,
who require their land and permission for dams shown by
government scientist Pall Einarsson o be placed on highly
dangerous earthquake faults, Borh this report, and an earlier
government EIA of a proposed dam on the RAMSAR wetland
site Pjorsarver were suppressed and rtheir conclusions ignored or
simply changed, as the projects march ahead

Ar the same time plans are underway to expand the 2
existing smelrers in the Southwest, ar Hvalfjordur (Century
Aluminium) and Hafmarfjordur (RioTinto-Alcan) hringing them
up to 300,000 and 460,000 tonnes respectively. Aswell as this
there are rumours of a new 600,000 ronne smelter in
Porlakshofn, also in the Southwest. At the momenr the power
company cannol even guarantee electricity for current induserial
expansions with the energy projects they have been granred, but
it is clear that il all of the plans (already promised ro the
Aluminium giants) go ahead, every river and geothermul field
will be needed, at enormous cost 1o rhe ecology and economy of
this island.

Though public opinion is turning as people realise the

incredibly globally rare ecosystems found ar the hot bubbling
springs and sream vents so characteristic of leeland.

It all of the proposed projects po ahead leelandic smelrers
28.7 Terrawait hours (Twh) per vear by
approximarely 2015 (domestic supplies currently require only
3.8 Twh, while existing heavy industry uses 5.3 Twh). This will
SEfj.I.]lJ:-t'!,' evceed leeland’s :'lh'i.‘.‘l.d'}' Eenerous K*_,'mu |1rnrnw_\| and
pollution targets (see article on page 8), which only include rhe
emissions from industry iwself and nor from the methane
producing reservoirs of ]11;:_11':_3 dams.

For many leelanders, their incredible and wild mature s
something they have always taken for granted, and ofren hardly
even experienced due o the inaccessibility of all bur a riny
portion of the country. With the hardships of extreme poverty
not far behind them, it is nor surprising that the nation which
survived a volcano which killed a third of its population, years
of famine and exploitation under Danish rule, and just
managed t© kepr itself afloat on fish and dererminarion, is not
afraid ro use irs natural resources for promised profir. Bur this
promise is wrapped in deception and exploiration of the land
and people, and Teelanders are always the last to know the scale
of the backroom deals being done in their ancient parliament.

It is up ro anyone whao cares about the existence of the last
of Europes wilderness, the ecology, the climare, and the
disgusting behavior of huge multinational corporations - who
pillage the earth and exploit its most vulnerable people all over
the world - to stand with those who are brave enough ro speak
out in leeland. It is up ro us 1o give them strength and
amplification, and help them avoid the same tragic los of
incredibly valuable and awe inspiring wild lands we have
experienced in our countrics,

will  require

implications of this Aluminium invasion inro their provdly
independent country, the small size and closeness of the
population creare difficulties in raising a voice against the
powerful and dominant national elite (and often against your
neighbour or cousin), and rhere is a sense of reluctantly giving
m 1o what seems inevirable. Members of Helmik
environmental group Sol 4 Sudurnesum describe how locals
are afraid of the town mavor Ami Sigtusson, who declared
“nothing can stop us now!" as he forced the Century smelrer
through despire illegalities and problems.
Meanwhile in the North of Ieeland ALCOA have secured
a site for another 250,000 ronne smelrer in the beautiful town
of Husavik, a popular spor for whale sightings. Although it is
unsure if there will be sufficient power for the inirial smelrer
from the nearby Krafla geothermal fields (currently only 25%
has been found), ALCOA is already ralking about expansion
up to 500,000 ronnes, requiring the additional damming of ar
2 major rivers in the North. The damming of

lease 2
Karahnjukar alone stopped 10 million tonnes of river

I g
Dynkur Warterfall, River Thjorsa, under threar.

sedimenr per year from reaching the sea, affecting North
Atlantic fish popularions and accelerating climate change as the
vast swarms of green photosyntheic alpae once found around
Iceland disappear. The damming of all of proposed rivers will
irreversibly damage the ecology of land and sea around leeland,
and directly affect the resr of the planet through climate change.
Development of geothermal fields means the destruction of the

i"’ I ; L5 |‘r'

Please join us ar the summer protest camps in leeland, wrire
lerrers and do solidarity actions in your own countries wherever
these greedy corporations are found. leeland needs every bir of
help ir can ger 1o prevent this ecocide ar one of the most
beauriful places on earth.




BRIGITTA JONSDOTTIR REFLECTS ON BEREC’T ACTION

A JONSDOTTIR is an activist poet, one of the
isers r-f the fir
~art. [.\'_'.1._ IO
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Saving [celand protest camp

translates bod |l=
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Before the first Saving leeland protest camp - direct actions
occurred rarely in leeland. Since the summer of 2005 there has
been much debare wither or nor ditect action really works. |
remembered that | had conversations with some fellow activists
after we had been forced o leave our protest sire close w
Earahnjikar. They felt discouraged and sort of depressed after
all the setbacks. The police were our of control. Mo resultz could
be felt from the sacrifices made.
crossed the threshold for the Ieelandic narion, when ir came ro
direct action and the results would be felt later. It was alsa a bit
of a disappointmenr thar only a handful of Teelanders joined in
the fight the first year and the media didn'r report thar it was
LIS, rhe leelandic acrivises, thar sent the 505 eall ro the world to

told them thar they had

||.:'||1 vs. The activists who came 1o ledand and their actions
were indeed by our bidding, The problem we faced was typical
when we are fighting {or something in leeland: the inability for

different groups to work together. As a result nor many

lcelandic environmentalists showed up at the
arricles in supporr of us when we where under amack for onr
peaceful actons. We were labeled as exrremists, terrorists, tree
hogeers ...

Camp Or Wrote

For a shont period of time the pubic opinion was in our
favor, especially when the oppression and brutality of the police
was beyond what the leelandic public believed ro be just. Bur
pecple are lazy and they used the first possible opportunity to
turn their back on vs So in the end we felr rhis hard work
mighr nor have had any resuls. However, the results are being
felr and seen mday in ways we might not have foreseen. By
Crossing that the l.‘.‘-lllllt!, W v other p{:upll.* and Froups, the
precedent to do similar actions. We might not see much resule
uh-.'u it comes Lo '.!" tlu- |~Ti:|ri|.|.r nature that has been sacrificed
since we sent out the 505 call. All our worst predictions of the
horrid effects of the dam at H.’lr.;lhnjl'lk.‘ir are I].‘!plh‘l'l'il‘lg miuich
faster than we thought.

Will thar help us ro ger people to listen when we yer again
try to ger their arrenrion abour the destruction in the pipelines
from landsvirkjun [the national enersy company] and the
povernment! Ir iz hard o rell, Cur President has been selling
leeland alwoad as THE oy of precn energy! One of 111:’_- l‘si:_'-:
banks invited Al Gore to leeland to give his famous lecture on
Hll-‘lhl] W .1[:11i|;1_1_.-3, "L"l-"]m! Liu,h;p il :1" mean o us “'h{r ].'Cl'l.{‘l'l."-' t]‘m'l’ Tl‘n:iF
is all preen-wash and how do we ger people 1o act before it is oo

iN ICELAND

late? T think bw carrvine on whar we are doing. The camps have
always managed to pet the nation to debate about the issues we
about. However, | believe we need to rum
our focus more on the leelandic sovernment and give them

want them to debate

more n'.~'pn11:~:'l'-':|il:il-.- for where leeland s heading. lceland &
now dealing with the foreseen recession of money spent om
virtual shortterm growth. The government will acr as ir has
been doing in the last 10 years: short term solutions for long
term pru! lems and that means mere drilling for gearhermal
of course more he sy |1‘|fllL4r1"n.' The
withour the government’s
agreement, it wouldn't happen. Since last camp we have got vet

energy and more dams and
government is responsible for it

another giant with infamous history to join in the leeching of
Iceland: Rio Tino. Most Icelanders are not aware of ther
bloody and corrupt history. 1 feel ir iz very impormnt mo per
informarion ro the public and mve them other ways o protest of
direct action is not their snle.
infarmarion in  rthe

discussion is direct action.

Bur the backbone of getring the

spotlighr of the media and general

Direct action at Kamahnjukar, 2006

There is a need for this sort of acrion because all other ways
have been tried. And ir is imporeanr that lcelanders remember
thar direct action has nothing 1o do wirh violence,
the cops rthar cross the

Ir is always
line of violence and even the mosr
peaceful lock-on's look violent when the cops are pulling people
away with force.

I know one thing for centain: doing nothing will change
nothing, So 1 call upon my fellow Leelanders ro wake up o whar
is being done to our nature, to aur future. Soon there will be ng
relurn i:lu'ull and ]‘lj‘ dl."l]':l‘lg I.h'rtl'lllug o stop It my fellow:
ll'hl'."lﬂillldl:rf- are ffs['u“Tsl]‘lf." I-l:!r rl]f_ qu:ﬁtr:n'ti:‘lﬂ 11' LMIT gn';itr-r
treasure: our nature. We don't own this land, no one ever owns
land. Tris an illusion. 1f we can ger leelanders o look ar whar 1=
happening in the Easr of leeland before they make more choices
of further dams or deilling. Please my dear narion: We can do
berter than that. How about harvesting all this creative energy

we like to brag about to the rest of the world?







GREEN ICELA!

D'S HOT A

ICELAND'S ENVIROMMENTALLY FRIENDLY ENERGY MYTH

DANIEL has been active with Saving [celand s
first followed some of his more eco-minded frer
protest cam cold highland pla

on top of a veny
whera both he and a whole country learned what the

m ‘lock on’ meant.

In March this year Al Gore came w leeland ro mlk abour
climate change. His efforts to raize awareness of the issue had
earned him a joint Mobel Peace Prize a few monrhs earlier
alongside the UN Inrergovernmenral Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC). leeland, he claimed in his Glimir Bank funded
appearances, is a world figurehead in the battle against global
warming due to its development of "environmentally fricndly”
ENOTEY TELOUTCes,

Which ones are those then? True, Iceland is one of the least
fossil fuel reliant countries in the world, deriving over 70% of
its stationary energy from geothermal power and dams. Bur this
docs nor mean that the island does not contribute more than a
sustainable amount of greenhouse gasses (GHG) into the
anmosphere. The average Icelander produces sevenreen ronnes
of carbon dioxide and irs equivalenes (COLe)' per year compared
tar the European average of eleven

Its leaders claim leeland is a special case. As the second
largese island in l‘LlJI!H-EH.'. even this amount of I_-u.'rlll.n ION per its
population of 300,000 pales in comparison to other industrial
nations. And because of its ability ro urlise so called
"renewable” forms of cnergy, the expansion  of |11I.'ILI:'-EF'§. in
leeland rather than most other countries in the world means
that on a global level more pollution in lecland constitures less
pollution overall, parricularly when those interested in nsing
lceland's energy are willing to use the best industry technologies
to minimise their pollution. leeland's energy is so green, Prime
Minisrer Geir H. Haarde wld the 2008 NATO Parliamentary
."'I-h-"l'ﬂ'll"l"_n'. thar ir could even Luu'.'ldu the coaliion with eco

friendly weaponry from its aluminium smelters.

leelund's Kyoto Exemptions

Unlike most industrial countries, who had to reduce or ar
least halt the increase or their GHG emissions, the Kyoro
Prorocol originally set our thar leeland could increase its GHG
emissions by 10% between 2008 and 2012, This often quoted
figure was rthe largest such allowed increase of all industrial
narions sulscribed to Kyoto, Bur cven rhiz was not decmed
enough of an allowance for the expansion of lecland's heavy
indusrries o go ahead. So in 2001 leeland won itself a major
special exemprion, Decision 14/CP.7, which allowed it ro
separate and increase the pollution of its new enerpy mtensive
projects from its +10% narional targer.

This nontradable allowance, applicable to only lccland and
M('I'Jﬁi..'ﬂ. ﬁ“l.‘."l.'.h lechansd o INCrease 105 E-.‘iI [ﬂ cmissions from i
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1990 level of 3,282 1;i.r::|-|::r:uu.~: I:[jg} COhe per -!,-¢;1|-" o q_:g: e
COqe by 2012, Far from demanding thar all nadons decrease
their GHG levels, the Kyoro Protocol encouraged lceland
increase its by a mammoth 63.1%

This free allowance has allowed leeland to sell itz electricin
to energy intensive industries at possibly the lowest price in the
world. Ivs no wonder why such industries are scramming s
wrn leeland inro whar many concerned environmentalises ATE
calling the warld's aluminium Eldorado.

Az a Friday night in downtown Reykjavik proves, excess i
hard to conrrol L i H likﬂ' lcu]and u'n“ even overshoor bl s
+63.19% rarget

In 2006 the Ieelandic Ministry of Environment calculared
that the island would "be very close o exceeding the allocared
amount of 5,202 Gg CO" given the planned scenario of the
construction of 4 new anode rod plant in Hvalfidrdur and the
enlarpements of the Rio Tinro-Alcan smelter in Straumsvik, rhe
leelandic Alloys Elkem plant m Hvalfisrdur and another
expansion of the Cenrury aluminium smelter in Hvalfjorous
Today these four projects are o go ahead or are highly likely ¢
B ahead l"";' :‘.-"l.-'. !JI.'J'nﬂin;.{ leeland to :-1I‘H"; {:'.E f_h.t_']:el ﬂ:‘_"'u" -
below the Kvoro agreed limit,

Bur this is nor all. Century Aluminum has started o build
an entirely new smelter in Helpuvik withour any pollutos
permit; Aleoa is in the preliminary stages of building a new
smelter near Hosavik: The mavor of DPorlakshofm has been
crying  our  for  an  energy  intensive  projects
hiekniidnadur  ("leelandic HiTech Indusmy™ and The
Geostream Services Group have announced their will to build =
whaole oil refinery in the West Fiards; Plans for new silicone
factories and internet server |:PHTI{.‘|' are |1ﬂ'n_;r floared ! With thes
extra projects on the go leeland will specracularly surpass s
MASSE K'!.‘L"tu allowance. And even il all these Projects arent

|slemeknre

completed by 2012 and lceland manages w nor breach s
obligations, ir will definitely need o increase is guora for the

second, post-2012 phase.

Copenhagen Climate Summit 2009

In the 2007 Bali Climate Summir, over 180 nations agreed
ro decide upon the second commitment phage of GHG quotas
at the Copenhagen Climare Summit in December 2008
'[k‘..“‘lﬁ} leeland will 11rn|1;1i_1|'!.' try o securc ;-u:u!]u.:r pr;ri'ﬁrl
GHG ncreases for irself, allowing it 1w increase its pollurion
No exlra cost,

If this fails then ir will have to buy unused pollution quotss
counrries using Kyowo's Clean Developmens
Mechanism {(CDOM). This will be cosrly to sav the least and
would probably restrict lceland's bottomless poldrush ardrde
towards its heavy industrial development. Bur we should nos
hold our breath for this w happen. Whilse Ieeland’s enerss

from  other




policy is still seen as leading the worlds perceived alremarmve-
energy battle against climare change, the isknd looks like it w
win further concessions like 14/CP.T for free.

Ar the heare of the problem is Iceland’s environmeneally
friendly energy myth. Because of this the Kyoto Fromo &Ti
doez nor count in the GH(G's emirred from dam resenvoins inn

rimez more COxe than modern gas power smatons. (Foamside,

1995 The ETCET Cnergy myvth hides the facr that een

leeland, Al Gore's proclaimed  climare
intensive industrial development is simply not
1._‘rH¢ ’ S, Lare DO et and s

Environmentally Friendly Encrey Myth')

a reduction in the worlds

So why, from Al Gore to the highest global governance
occasionally

4
]
4
i

insnomions to even stnal
environmentalists, is leeland’s environmenmlly §
myth so prevalent and powerful’ 1 propose rhar corporare and

political manipulation are at work.

Corporate Concern for Climate Change
The heavy industrial corporations involved in lceland have

been inrerested in cimate change for two decades now. Alo

T{“.'I Tlr'lrl'l""'ﬁii'.:lri :|'|'||.| l:l. miury .'.‘II.||J|'|'||[E||||'| ATL \” memesers of T
Aluminum Association which has iself itself been a prominent
member of an organisadon clled the Global Climae C

(GOC) This noneregisrered  orpanisarion which als

climate concerned corporations like Shell. Brtish
Chrysler, Dow Chemicals, 1

Ford, Cieneral Motors, xooon,
Union Carbide and a list

more, Was S0 Nassne .;i it :r
proclaimed it controlled in sum sbemillion companies. Even the
US Chamber of Commerce was involved. Ir spent an estimared
global i

advertizemenrs ar the fime of the original zigning of the Kyvoro

%13 million on  markering warming

T]Tl:'lrtfll."i:ll. r:'l-ll:!':hl‘.‘ :J]‘.' =Aine Aamouunl as I-;f'l'\. :'li"'L ALE = STNTNGAE
budger. Through its most active Vears berween 1989 and 1997 it
donated an estimated $63 million dollars to politicians.

GCC's aim? "The Advancement of Sound Science.” In other
words, ro discredit human produced climare ¢t

,'|'|'||_|I [ (%] ljl..'ri“] 1_'].1I|.;|,_|i'l.'ll' measiires T 1,'-5'rr'|1|'|il'.‘ 118 5_11'.'-- 1

funding of a small group of renegade scienrisms like Fred Singer,
H:'l.”lt' .H:ﬂlll'l'lll:-' .ll'll.i !jlil'r'll.'LC ‘Li!t'l'l.il."‘]." I,"u'l.'l“.l.i" ||.I: TH i

from climate change not happening at all, to not being anything

o do wirh humans, o not being a bad thing even 1f 1ir were

Karahnijakar Dam full, 2007

world aurhority on climate change. And through their political
involvement they set themselves against the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and its legislative
sy, the Eyoto Protocol.

The resuls! Most olwiously the USA, who lead the world in
GHG emissions, refusal to ratify the Protocol, a gigantic block
in the way of stopping climate change. Bur lets nor just blame
America alone for dropping Kyoro ar its birth, there were other
victaries for GCC and irs members. The doubr and lack of
urgency that still follows the climate change discourse ourside of
scientific papers is a prevailing victory. Allowing countries with
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relatively licde pollution like Iceland and
Australia to increase rather than reduce rheir
pollution quora was also a major vicrory, one
thar followed from Iceland’s ervironmentally
friendly enerey myth.

Then, from outwardly rrving to debunk
whar they called rhe theary of human produced
climare change, the corporations involved with
GOC disbanded en mass in 1997 o i-.-in '|.|'|.l.'
fight against it.  Aluminium for
Generations: Aleoa, Alcan, |]'g.'|_'||'..'|, Alusuisse
and more claimed thar they had the solution

Future

happening (1) ) GCC set themselves against the [PCC, the

to the problem: “voluntary mrade agreements

and marker based flexible mechanisms.” Combar Climate




Change (3C): From Rio TintoAlcan, BP, Dow Chemicals,
General Electrics to the dizastrous South African energy
company Eskom (who I'll let Lerato Maregele inrroduce in her
article on page 27) and Tam, (whose genocidal impulse
Samarendra Das and Felix Patel can introduce on page 24).
United Srares Climare Action Parmership (USCAP): Aleaa and
Rio Tinto-Alcan are signed as individuals, and so are Shell,
British Perroleum, Ford, Chrysler, Dow Chemicals and General
Motors amongst many others. Notice the similar membership of
climare change debunking GCC and the supposedly climare
change solving 3C and USCAP?

“In our view the climare challenge, like other challenges our

country has confronted in the past, will create more economic

epportunities rather than risks for the US economy. ™
-USCAP Call For Action

Just as the discovery of oil and metals under Greenland's
melring glaciers have begun a goldrush of terrifying propornions,
climare change 1= creating new markets open 1o exploitation. As
the planets oil reserves become searcer, more politically volatile
and just plain expensive: big industries are looking towards
alternative energy sources. The trade of big amounts of encrgy is
big money for big corporations and they would therefore
seriously lose our were dimare change 1o be reversed by energy
cutbacks rather than the whire elephant of alrernarive energy
sources. Indeed nothing short of the present corporate world
order’s collapse would occur were we to acrually halr climare
change. So the current ractic of corporate groups like 3C and
USCAP is to enter into the climare discussion, having belaredly
accepred thar human produced climate change is a threarening
reality, and make any solution forming process ineffective.

Evidence! Indusrrial process fueled climate change has
already  killed hundreds of thousands through  droughts,
hurricanes, floods and heatwaves, and the situation is set to
freefall should temperature rises reach a fasrapproaching
tipping point. Yer USCAP, 3C and states like the USA and
Japan are arguing for a useless solution: if left ro irself the
market would solve climare change by 2050 with a 20-40%
reduction in GH{'s.{LISCAP) The IPCC forecasts a need for a
5080% GHG reduction by 2050 or sooner, secured through
urgent international legislation. Ir is clear thar the likes of
LISCAT and 3C have no interest wharsoever in meering this
need.

IHellisheidi peothermal borehole, 2008

VOICES OF THE WILDERMNESS

Let’s not forget how independent the Icelandic EOVETTIINENT
is of the desires of those who've landed on their island
Regardless of its current energy-intensive policy and its guests’
catastrophically Llimited global warming plans and myth
promotion, the political advisor 1o the environmenr minister,
Kristin Olafsdotr, claims that Iy 2050 she expects Ieeland to
have reduced itz GHG emissions by 50-75% of irs 1990 levels
(Veal, 2007) This should remind us 1o be aware of something
quite simple from our leaders in regards ro ignoring major
catastrophes like climate change: plain lics.

Cutting to the chase...

[celand once was a beacon to the world in crisis. It can
comfortably and sustainably provide its few inhabitanes with
energy for domestic and small scale economic use as it did unl
the early 1990's. But no amount of technological progress can
fix the essential issue behind climare change, thar the amount of
encrgy demanded by industrial and postindustrial societies Is
unstistainable in and of iself, Wherher in leeland or the
conference halls of the COP15 Summir, we have o make the
viice Of l:IlIDSQ who want o stop climate |'h'.u1g|:' drown aut lht
voice of big money. Otherwise reckless leeland, miming itself
into an industrial battery, will nor only desrroy it wild narure
but the resr of the planert roo.

[1] COue s the adopred measurement unit of greenbouse gasses, It
stands for CO, Equivalent.

[2]A figure which does mor ke into account the amount of GHG'S
released by irs dam reservaire, see info box above.

3] CO2Ze 1990 being the year in which Kyoto sets its base pollution
lewels.

4] Thees ran Prdjects will of course not pollure a5 much as aluminium
smelters, bur they will certainly add to the GHG level both in
themeelves and (row their energy sources,
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YOUR HEART WHTH THE LAND

SIGG] s a farming kid. now ER i _ and lnug: Nood walls are not v|_~u|1|u, bur rhey would srrerch for
founder of the anarchist library w i X miles,
translates, publishes and distributes radica rature We have zar down with the local municipality and rold

across  the island Here he ) ;
: : them abourt the 1.'|.'.’||‘.|m_ﬁ;c this will do to the locals who work with

[ ot R - & i ek I: a5 il
SR ONSSUTT, o farmer '|'\.J]'..| HYCS |!|

touristn. We have pointed out the warnings of well known

In the south of leeland. less: Rt Tt e Eam sealogists abour building dams on thiz area known for it's
Revkjavik, you cross the river Pjorsd if vou follos hizhs ne  carthquakes. Those who design the dams, VST (Verkfraedistofa
going east The rver moves beautifully over bva, moodkand and Sigurdar Thoroddsen sf.) are the sime ones that cstimare the
waterfalls on it's way to sea, bur it has alveady been dammed risk. They brush off the warnings from the geologists and call
five times cloger to the ht"hE:rr'L.':]:' Now Landsssicun the them humbug. They even say thar we, who live here, will be
narional power company, threatens o build theee more dams in Safer regarding floods after the damming that will place a huge
the lower parts of the river. People have been bvine on the  reservoir above the farming areas. The risk assessment has the
riverbanks since the settlement of leeland. Many of them ¢ numbers wrong, abour how high the water will rise behind the
alomg with the plans and zee this as easy mones, bur others anc dams. [t mentions fences and alarm bells! They have done their
fighting the power company and have been for vesrs 2 sorCalled “introductions ro the risk-assessment™ bur r|u"',.' haven r

The original I.‘qul-h* are as old as 1965, but aroamd 1999 the ‘:‘Ili~':'.=]'|¢d .H'l':\.Thil'i{! sowe don 't have :-u‘;!_,'lln'n;,r Oon paper.
power company brushed them up and started makine deals with We have taken ministers and members of parliament to the
the local community. Some of the lindowmes who will be area where the land is tom from past earthquakes next to the
harmed if the damming goes ahead have ssid thae they will nor  Proposed dam sites, We have spent many working days with
be making any deals with Landsvirkjun at all. Landsorkyun has  reporters and journalists but nor all with success, it seems thar
ignored all protest from the campaigners and is looking  Their hands are tied when it comes o neurrality. The Channel
hopefully ro laws that allow land to be forcefully mken “should One TV show dedicated most of their show o Porsteinn
it serve the interest of the whole nation.” Bur the compeny does  Hilmarsson (the PR of Landsvirkjun) instead of showing the
not have any plans for the energy from those dams bur 1o sell ir  Interview with us and the earthquake cracks rthey filmed.
to the highest bidder. lceland is alresdy mch emmlovmenr W e have poinred our thar if these plans go through, the biggest
ranking the lowest in the world and the push for more enerey is salmon grounds in Iceland will be history. Their spawning
lH-'i“-!’. I.lri'l'l-"“ ‘-In.l.y ]1"| i':l|'lIT-"l|'|"\-f INIeTest. E:L':\.'.'H.L:l 'u'l-'jl.] Eu |.|I'“..|L'l FEsem l?i[:\ o 'l\!I[J l.l["-.' lll:fl H'I'lLt l!li{llllf“fi.:‘"ﬁ :‘::l'\l\,'

We spoke to Olafur Sigurjénsson, ome of the farmers who  that what has been planned to help the salmon cross the dams
campaigns against the three proposed dams. Olafur has lived In is totally inadequate,
the river all his life as have many of the othes aieners in There are plans ro pump 75.000 m3 of sludge from the
this area. reservoirs upon the riverbanks. That would cover 7.5 ha of land

Olafur : “We who are campaigning sssiss the dams i with one meter thick layer.

Pjdrsd have been working on informing pecsde s the fsries Big areas of farmland could be destroyed because of higher
at hand. We have said thar if those dams s sdesd i+ will he  groundwarer, Anyone who lives here knows that the warer level
because of ienorance. This ignorance becsmme > i : lasr t the river can be measured in building sites and canals [ar
summer (2007} when we set up a sien shosme « hish the away from the river. Sill the power company daims thar the
water will rise in one of the proposed reserrs R riverbed is tight and that no danger will stem from this. The
has not shown the elfects from the VICRTVEST BT -5 T VRV PHAer Connprny has alzo ]TE'.l1111|:'{|! resenvoirs and levee 's on
day, but has visualized the dams mesty fom 2howe 208 zaid people s land withour considering any of the plans rthe
|l'|'4" TIHJ Tl"u‘T 1|-"|-||||. I:"‘T Tl]r MOSE Part, =% = DY DT T1 W Way i I."H'!l'l!lll'l.:it\.' -|ITI.":'|I.['!|' |.'|.:|h f‘i}r tl‘\d_‘.;:!: ATeas,

the power company introduces the dams so ghe pulilic. the high We have sent articles to the papers pointing out all of this.

We claim that the municipalities have been bribed. The counry




of Flai had already refused the dam in Urridafoss. Landsvirkjun
then promised a payment in the form of new roads, better
mobile connection and warerworks in the area, to buy up their
way into the county. In our book this is called bribery bur at the
power company they call this “oiling the negotiation process.”
People are giving away amazing natural wealth for public
services which the state provides o everyone else anyway. We
have tried to sue both rthe ministry of public roads and the
parliamenr of this county. Bur they don't need to worry, since
they made a deal with Landsvirkjun ro take care of all costs
(legal costs and other) that would come up in the process.

We have formed rhis campaign group, Sol 4 Sudurlandi,
wi.t];t i}Ihl:[ |andl;'r\l.'1'|r:1's whn are under serious pressurs from
both Landsvirkjun and their own municipalities (who have been
raking in money by taxing Landsvirkjun for the use of land).

We emphasize that no amount of money can replace the
amazing nature and beautiful land we have here. It is a sad fact
that some of our soundest supporters are forcigners who can't
understand  how lcelanders mear their land. Our fiercest
opponents are so-called cultivators, farmers and capitalists who
wait on their knees for multinational companies to offer up
lcelandic energy all around, calling it pure and environmentally
sound. Can you call it green energy when it leaves big arens of

lanwd under reservoirs and covered in sludge? Or with all the
country! s it

powerlings  like a forest all over the
environmentally sound transporring aluminiom back and forth®
across the planer and all the way up here, underneath the north
pole!!

Any sane person has got to see through this farce.”

Vow: This has been going on for o many years and it has
been so much work for you to keep resisting ir. Bur stll
Landsvirkjun acts like your fight is a minor detail which does
not marter. Tell me, where from do you get energy to keep
going!

(I}i'.-lfur: “First and foremost we set cnergy from each other
If this goes bad and Landsvirkjun get what they want than na
one can take from us the friendships and acquaintances we have
made during this fighr. We also believe very strongly in our
cause, We have said thar this is the fight for independence all
over again and we have all read abour how emational the nation

became during the fight for independence.”

As this is written Landsvirkjun threatens to begin servious work on
the proposed dams in 2009. The campaigners still hope that they
can defend the river through legal means but the furure is very

unsafe for the lowest part of river Pjorsd.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF ICELANDIC RESISTANCE

Although the 1990z saw a resurgence of governmental right wing authoritarianism, and as a consequence, a sharp rise in a

climate of fearof-authority and the vengeful “blue hand” of the conservative forces in Icelandic society; direct acrion is far
b

from being an alien phenomenon to the Icelandic people.

In the twentieth century numerous incidents can be found where Ieelandic people resort to direct action. This is

particularly to be encountered in the struggle of the Icelandic peace movement, and of the socialists and anarchists.

In the late 1960s 2 very determined group burst into the TV studios of the American NATO base in Keflavik. The

station's signal was transmitted all over leeland which did not yet have a television nerwork of its own. In the middle of a

direct transmission from a soldicr, the newsreader was pushed aside and a declaration read in which the imperialist TV

station was declared shut down. The group then proceeded to dismantle all the cameras and spray red paint into the

lenses. Soon after this incident, the transmission of the station was restricted to the base only.

In the 1970 65 farmers used bulldozers and dynamite t dismantde a dam in the river of Laxi in Thingeyjarsysla.

The dam, they said was built without any consideration for environmental consequences and without taking into account

the opposition of the local people. This action put an end to the dam project. Only a couple of years ago the povernment

and Landsvirkjun tricd to revive the project but were immediately warned by local people that the same would happen.

The government immediately backed out.

In the 1980 rwo Ieelandic environmentalists opposed to whaling locked themselves o a whaling boat. Although

corporate NGOs such as Greenpeace had no interest in collaborating with the leelandic grassroots, this was a sign that

there was a strong sentiment among leelandic people against whaling.

Numerous other incidents could be sited bur this should suffice to show that Ieelandic people are not always as

passive in their opposition to the abuse of power as one mighr think at first sight.




Clockwise from rop: The river Pjorsa, under threar
from Landsvirkjun; River Pjorst againg Jokulss a
Bri rver, Karabnjakar, now flooded; flooded
Kiarahnjikar  with reindeer; sunser over the
flooded Kirahnjikar  Jam with Sneefell in rhe
background; sunser ar Kirahnjikar, now flooded
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NEGATIVE ASPECTS OF
GEOTHERMAL POWER GEMNERATION

EFFECTS OF DRILLING AND B PLORATION
Cieothermal power has enjoved an almost entirely clean
repuration for its low environmental impacr in comparison . MNaise
the fossil fuels. Geothermal planes are claimed ro produce no
carbon emissions, virrally no liquid or gaseous pollution, and

cavsed by seothermal planis s considerabile Dring
drilling it can reach above the pain threshold of 12040 and once
in aperation reaches 90dB. In the open landscape such noise ¢an
have lictle impact on their surroundings. Although it is true be heard for some disrance and reduces the value of rourise sires

thar geothermal planrs are more sustainable than their fossil and loval recrearion. (Knstmannsdérrie, 2003).

fuel equivalenrs, and less environmentally disarerous than

hydro (see Thorhallsdonir, 2007), there are considerable Surface disturbance of wilderness has hieh IIPACT a8 active

negative effects of their operarion, which will be cxamined sires rend ro be in rare landscape types of very hizh scenic and

here toursitic (economic)  value  including  ‘colourtul - srriking
landscapes, hot springs, lwas and glaciers”. (Thorhallsdonir,

EFFECTS OF OPERATION 0= ﬂLr‘:.ih:T. IC‘DI?‘I. ['Jis-ll.ulha.ma.'u.' !'Ii-.."llt{;'.ﬁ' roads, powerlines, factorics, heavy
]'lll.[l'i:l". ;H.“.l 1.|.'|'r||||.|‘_t i,'l\,l|,1|i"l'|'|"|l"!'|[_

Drainage of underground fluids can lead to a number

of disturbing effects including;

Drying of hot springs and geysers in the surrounding arca, leading ro loss of scenery and rourism, and loss of rare
thermophillic plants and algal growth. (many examples in USA, eg loss of Brady sprines, Nevada, Steamboat Springs gevser, and
Long valley springs, Kristmannsdoin, 2003)

Toxic waste water enrering clean aquifers due ro lowering of the water table.

Viultnt lﬂiplﬂﬁiﬂn.‘i caused by build up ol a ‘sream pillow” in empry hor underground resenvairs, which have previosly killed
people working in geothermal plants, (see Gotf and Goff, 1997).

Subsidence or sinking of land. In Waitakei, New Zealand subsidence of 15m (40cm/vear) oceurred at one plant.

Landslides can occur due ro tempertaure and warer level in rocks, especially in recronically active areas. (See Golf and Goff,
Iﬂ'ﬂ? T'-.-r Eki'll'npiu}- {,[‘ |,1-|i|j'-5T t;“h{_.;h..{::_-: 1|"|q_||,|,.;|,:|_1 |_r1, 1:1;|_|||;;“_- r|||-,|| 11|;.|nr:~'._':|

Local weather changes caused by emission of sream affecting clouds. (Krisrmannsddreir, 2003),

Induced earthquakes caused by lubricarion of faults when waste fluid is reinjected inro the rocks. Rybach, 2003 chows
considerable increase in frequency of earthquakes near geothermal sires.

A_il' and ChEIT]i('EIl pﬂllutiﬂﬂ, il'n.'hll.“t‘u; t‘-'II_IEi.\.'IL'Ii\'!.! element J.J\;I-;{nl‘l., roxic elements Arsenic, Mer lry, Ammonia, Boron
(highly raxic to plants) and orher polluting heavy merals. Wasre steam is sprayed over surroimding vegeration (usually rare
species in geothermal areas), while waste warer is either reinjecred (inducing carthguakes), or pumped into streams and lakes
untreated, as oeatment is considered roo costly ro be ceonomically viable. (Kristmannsdatrir, 2003). In lake Pingvallivarn, a
|'.I1’L‘l.' ANcH n[. the lake ]!-nrrnl'l‘l Wils F&‘:ill‘u| o b |.*in|nj_]i:‘.i||',.‘ l,il:ild l.hl-.' o toxic ||.i W OWETe WhIleT |m“l.ll'it.u1 1-|'m|,|, [I{'dr|:'-'».' 511‘{\r|113r111;1[
plants, which 12 alrering the lake ecology.

Hydrogen Sulphide (11:5) is also cmitted, causing a bad smell and forming the acid min cwsing compound S0, in the
armosphere. Emitted Carbon dioxide (CO-) and H-S are heanvy gases and can linger in valleys cansing increased pollurion for
kocal populations. (Kristmannsdormir, 2003)

Rellerences.

Sof 3, and (508, F, 1557 ‘Environmental impacts duning devesspment-some axamgles lrom Central Amerdca’ Proceadings of the NEDO Intlermationsl Geofhermal Symposium, Sendal. p 242-
=0 Kristmannsdditi, H, and Armannssan. H, 2003, ‘Emvironmental aspects of geothermal anemy wlilizaion * in Goothermics vol 32, pAS1-461, Rynach, L, 2003 *Geothermal
Emengy: sustainabiity and the environment.” Geothermics. vol.32, p 463470 Théwhalisdoltr, Thoes EBan, in press, 'Environment and enangy in leeland: 2 comperaive analysis of
sshees and impacts " Envionmenial Imgact Assessmant Raview- Repart of Working group 1. Govl of icatand
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PLACE AND IDENTITY

! TOVEY
'|u'].-||1-:] np  at

‘el's <Al .ILl.I'l. I_'li |.Il IL Al 1 ||||'

Karahnjukar having

J1is w

studying

I ||II‘I1"|II.:-L. i

During my me ar rthe Kidmhnjokar camp in the summer of
2000, 1 interviewed over twenty people about their experiences
with the place. | was interested in how people form attachments
ro i wild place through cmbodied experience of the bindseape.
For the most praarty the situation was a new and alien one for
people and a huge range of emotions and understandings
surfaced within them. This was intimarely entangled in the
place itself such that the line berween experience of the land
and rthe land irself became blurred and undefined. Whar follows
is my attempt to piece together individual understandings and

voices to give a glimpse of the complex human experience of

lvimg mand fighnng for the vasze and unfathomable wilderness
of the Eastern Highlands. The formation of new identitiegin-
place can be seen as crucial to the construcrion of resistance o
||:|.‘L' ||I.r||.'|].'\. 1\:';""[:11 |\1JI1.?“'J| ||]'|'|]¥ .'.‘";.'I.'}I|'§.'J'|L'-"- ||.||I..' .-iLIr{:u.'l.'. ] s [l:'“"
voices included here would approve of the stoery they help picee
together and | thank everyone who shared their thoughts with

me.

To Begin

Through direer embodied experience with the landscape over
time, people at the camp formed dynamic and frammented
identities-as-process with their surroundings. These shifred daily,
fuelled by new experiences, experiences then reshaped through
social inrteraction and stony 'C‘”i.l'l.!.":. L l.'.'l“]ltll]li.ll.“l\.. ]JE"’.PE?I{' al
the ca mp volced views and |1T1.;1|_~:r.-_=t:1n1_l1'ng-_= about '|_||1n_~u1|¢hg'_-u!
narure’ and the narural beaury of the place they were living in
and fighting for. They also expressed strong emotions connecred
to the spaces in which they lived in and oavelled through

Landscapes came alive,
connection and meaning, transformed by myrhs, and idenrified
with as part of the community in the shared bartle aginst the
dam. The immediacy of the terrain and the weather played a
large role in people’s understanding of where they were, leading
to feelings of izolation as well as peaceful zolirude. Events from
gales to the descent of fog strongly affected the general mood
and emotions of the camp, and brought out feelings ranging
from claustrophobia, fear and despair, 1o happiness, freedom
and self-belief, This direcrly affecred dailv communiey life and
more generally held feelings about the wider struggle.

Placels) Becoming

Bt ) r'Lu:‘

ILGERN

The majority of participants (including many Icelanders)
emphasised the process of gerring ro the camp as exeremely long,
arduous and in many cases intimidating. Most of the foreign
activists took a ferry from Aberdeen or Norway and many had
wavelled over five days to get to the camp. People emphasized
constant  uncertainty  as  they described  heading inro an
unknown or even a nonsplace. This unknown, coupled wirh the
immense distance mavelled and rhe isolared locanon high in the
f'HI'I'I!I”:I."\K. SCHMTEE WY I" MT1 ANy !!"I]!.'-III :‘1'l€'|IIl.'II'II.':I'II.| {E{'H“.H.l
strong feelings of anxiety, disorientation, fear and infimidation.
“I felr like I wwas going to the end of the world, ir felr like a very very
Adalheidur

“Well, when we came on the teack all the way up 1o this hur 1 just was

rur:g wyly o go .'\-t,lllii,:'FI!l:.m'"
n'.rt|I!‘5' rl'uui"'t[ru.,l my ahility to ku'u’ﬁ sane ahout ir, ‘cause it was juse
feeling like we were heading into rotal wilderness, which we are, but
ke, really heading mto st nothinpmess. | wasn't veally prepared for
that really, ‘cavise | don't think ['ve ever really heen in sich an isolatad
j.-.!.:n'q:...
This was a nothingness, full of vast incomprehensible and alien

- Roosie (my i_!l1lp|l.'1:5ih}

meuntain scapes

Coincidentally the owo weekly arrivals of the ferrv on which
all the foreign protesters arrived coincided with particularly
stormy weather.

al feelings of

Kirahnjakar - dusr clouds caused by high wind, 2006

“Last night when peeple amived the whele camp was in disarray, Hel
the marvgieces had bloum down. We were all hoeddled in the big ares
tent :J:Lu{mi some candles as the rain tore across the mountains in o
- Aurhar's field nores

While the vastess' ereated positive feelings of freedom and

davknes”

potential, it also cnphasized isolation and frusmarion.

LANDOR(

i




“ ‘what an aggression!”... like such a big ev.. space... it doesn't have 1o
be desrroyed by such an imsignificant company compared to the, to the
immensity... - José.

Ower varying periods, through living and walking in the
area, more attachments and siruared idenrities began to form,
which tied people ro place in more positive and powerful ways,
and helped create direct idenrificarion wirh the landscape.

Topophilia and Topocide

The landscape imelf appeared w0 have a direcr affect on
participant’s  understandings  of immediate  power
entanglemenrs,

“Any time you felt down or like gining up the fight or anything, you juse
had to turn and look out at the landscape and it made you positive and
inspired again."” - Sam.

A noticeable change occurred in participants upon moving to
the second eamp ar Lindur, where 1:1.15]!':* began to live in the
area due ro be submerged by the reservoir.

The rerm ‘ropocide’ means the ‘dearh’ of or ‘annihilation’

of place through deliberate administrative destruction, Windsor
and McVey (2005) note that ‘One of the moar powerful
methods of place annihilation is dam construction’. They go on
 note that loss of a place attacks the identities through which
it existed and can cven cause physical or mental health
problems.
“l think | pratected myself a little bit in not being too emotional... of
course 1t's like a catastrophe that's going to happen heve and we are
camping now on it Like if you towch this eanth it's going to be
underwater in one month, which is wally amazing and if you're going
to think about it teo much [ think you'd become very very sad... [ don't
plan to connect too much with this earth because that would just not be
healthy for me either” - Deborah,

S —

their

liferime or across generations. However, this study goes some
way towards showing how strong identityplace ties may be
formed over a relatively short but intense period of bodily
immersion in a location,

“...they're going to take every piece of this country and make energy out
of it.. Theve will not be one fucking place left on this... this land.” -
Steinunn,

Secing the dam

*Firse [ just felt kind of nothing... | just saw the dam and | thought like
‘wow, this looks like in @ movie or something’.. becanse it was so
fuucking big... Then it took me like two hors or something until 1 sort of
started to have, like, some somt of a pain like... yeah, it was kind of
pamnful, like... I don't know how to describe it ... not good ar all,.™ -
Steinunn

“When | first saw the dam... it really depressed me... not just like seeing
the dam, it was the general atmosphere of the dam. I already felt it
quite, guite a long distance beforehand, that this sort of atmosphere is
changing, that my mood is changing. And, when [ actually was at the
dam, T vealised that, my mood changing acnally had to do with the
dam, coming close o the dam.” - Harold.

When people approached the dam for the first time their
experience was often shaped by a tense anticiparon buile our of
prior engagement with resisting it and reading abour it It
represented a culmination of long journeys (both physical and
cmotional), yer stood as a final immovable and unresponsive
wall. The sheer zolid physicality of the dam scems ro have been
the cause of much disrress amongsr the fluid unbounded
relationships and flows in people’s daily lives. It seems
unsurprising that the primary form of resistance against it
became Iransgression I||tu||g]1 frespass; the I;.rg-;t.:_hfng af thar
solidity with the soft ambiguous presence of bodies and

- f " . i

Kirahnjukar - protesters ger close to dam, 2006

idenriries.

Weather

Parricipants noted heightened awareness of and sensitivity ro
cowvironmental - flucuations  in temperarure and  general
atmosphere which corresponded to mood. "Such heightened
awareness of the local environment's agency ties participants
closer to their cosmological value systems as they experience ar
firer hand unmediated positioning with a broader ¢£u|1.:1_:it':l]
system’ (Paul Anderson).

Myth and Imagination

Mythology and folklore became focal points of canmp
interacrion and community, whether rhrough stories rold at
night in rthe communal tent, or music played by visiting
leelanders. M",.'Th:-i ingeribed rthemselves onto the |2:|:||:|>ir:-|.|'.|¢ﬁl and
combined with bodily experience and emotions o cause
sentiments of empathy and commonality from people rowards

The depth of emorion and psychological pain described by
people in anticipation of topocide ran deep, “Place’ implies
STOng emotional ties between g person and a lmli-qu-.; what
Tuan (1974) has called ‘topophilia’ or ‘love of place’. Tuan and
others have usually dealt with this in the context of peaple or
groups which have lived on or been involved with an area for a

the land itsell. The landscape became simultancously an ally
and an enemy, ir became otherworldly, infused with
imaginations born of the Icelandic folk stories shared at camp.
This was such that the rocks came alive; the real and the
imaginary blurred.

“Our world is inhabired by meanings rhar go beyond the
present physical environment and even beyond the knowledge




of past environments. Such meanings touch on the primordial
inner landscape, on paths, and roures, and Journeys, and place
names, and the stories, memories, songs, halt-forgonen though
they may be that they call to mind; a network of associations
thar is as much a parr of the landscape as the heather and the
clouds” (Rolbinson, 1997),

Anthropomorphised Landscapes

It is apparenr from accounts so far thar landscape is infused
with meaning and memory, comstantly produced or performed
rather than being a staric backdrop upon which human dramas
are enacted. Thus landscape is implied as an extension of the
self, where no clearly defined boundary exists to separate the
subjecrive from the supposed solid objectivity of rocks and
rivers, What is telling is thar over half of the 20+ people |
used  language  that  anthropomorphised  the
landscape such thar it was explicitly described as alive, capable of
feeling pain, bleeding or being raped.

"How can we stafe this... e that g going on hire! = Kolbrun,
Many described such a direct connection to the lad under
threar thar they saw it as an extension of their own bodies, the
psychological pam  they felr from the land's immanent
destruction being one and the same as the ‘pain’ felt by the land
itself.

“.awhen this dam happens, in one part of the earth, it's like somehody
doing something to one part of your body. It doesn’t matter what part of
the bady 1t 15, 1t's happening to you, and it’s the same with the earth
you know, it really is so precions and so enictal to protect and love.."” -
Rosie.

T T | | tried 1o escafe I eendddd nor. You know 1e's juest i. Ijﬁm! it's
so much born in my blood to protest this... you know like somebody if he
would be cutting your fingers off, you know, you wonld of cowrse have
Lo scream cos it fuse hures,.." = Steinunn.

interviewed

Walkers confronr trucks - Karahnitikar site, 2006

Tied 1o this was a srrang assertion, made independently and
unprompted by six different people, that the land was capable
of, and would, reraliate against its aggressors with earthquakes
and landslides.

“I'm haoping that the country will... the naoere will iself destroy the
project... that it will shake the carth or somehow damage the dam...” -
Andrea.

YOICES OF THE WILL

The landscape was not only seen as alive but scemingly in
possession of its own idenrity and capable of making and acting
upon decisions regarding its own fare - a fate thar had become
directly linked ro the thoughts and emotions of participant’s
idenriries-in-place.

“Fort Lindur” camp in Kirahnjokar valley, 2006

In conclusion El'.l.\‘.‘l'l, I have Ell!T!‘-.‘rI.'ll.':lL'tl i 1.'_5c|1|.ur:: the formation
of sell and identityplace ties as a process involving prior
knowledge and experience, direct embodied experience and
cmotions, and the role of myrths and the imagination. 1 havwe
shown that there s no clear sEpATATION berween namre, sociery,
place and identity; all are coconstitutive. The wilderness
‘landscape’ has been deconstructed and repositioned as a
marerialised agent in this wider nonelinear process of place and
idennty arnicularion. Ir is our imaginings, our stories, our ideas
and experiences, entangled with memories, which are part of
this landscape, such rhar no line may be drawn between
land:;-:m:u and our lllldurﬁtuluhng of it. R;a['hcr rh:m |nnd$c;|p-e
being seen as a solid disassociated backdrop, whether static or
dynamic, over which we lay specific culrurally construcred
l.ll'ld\'.‘l'!-ti’lll&[l‘l.g:i.. we must instead understand |;||]i:|sf_';|pe s part
of, as one and the same as, our own shared nenworks of
associations, Sure, it exists in and of isell, ourside of human
agency, bur as far as our interactions with it po, no useful line
may b drawn to separare who we are from whar rhe land is.
Viewed in rhis sense, landscape is as discursive and performative
as place, and we can see ourselves as pare of ir, it part of us. The
artificial separation of nature and culrure breaks down and by
re-establishing our oneness wirh the earth and hamesing our
imaginations, w¢ can construct and maintain lasting and
sustainable resistance.

This text has been drastically shorrened by Katie Hastings, for the full
version log onto www.savingiceland.org/placeandidentity




RESPONSES TO THE

On the morming of 28

September 2 pates

¢ Birahinjikar dam were closed. The Jokulsa 4 Dal
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atpagoboull. Tt

| suicide, 1

For two summers | scrambled through beating winds up 1o
peaks which teld me nothing abow themselves - no sien posre,
no marked tourist wails, no mediated relationships, no
representations, no obvious poine of interaction or artraction.
Unly long views of an endless ecosystem chaotically complex
and selferearive according to is own unique and direct
reasoning. By the river Jokla i leamed thar if anarchy is life lived
dirrrrh-' then dwelling in a wilderness is lived anarchy.

Kirahnjukar made me realise why people conrent with a life of
numbness need o destroy their opportunities of liberty. What a
nageging pain to know thar life could be grear if, like a wilderness
every honesr  mazsterpiece  in
development, you only took yourself as the subject of your oun

whose moveiment  is  an
destiny. So instead of climbing mountains, people in uniforms
erect dams from them to smorher the possibility thar something
completely [ree might shake up rtheir perfecdy conrolled
existence. In this spectacular age of lifelong mundaniry, wild
ccosystems experienced directly are the ground from which
revolutions are born.

And what a surprise that each of us who has foughr apainsr rhe
desrruction of leeland's wilderness are "anarchists’ in our own
way. Liberarors, crearors, arrises rrue ro our beliets and involved
with freedom projects from wherever we descended. What
bonded the mulnrude of Danish
independent journalists, Brinsh tree sivers, South African

Squatters, Trinidacian
environmentalists, American comedians, Auvsmalian  graffir
artists, leelandic musicians and everyone else who has venrured
w a Saving leeland protest camp is nor merely an enemy in
common. Rather, the anarchic spirit of wilderness felt heart
cuttingly deeply.

By [DAMNIE]
The price of Kdrahnjiakar.

The sicuation in the Eastfjords is awful. During the six years
from Tl‘ll‘.‘ lst of December 2001 to the 1st of December lﬂﬂl
on average, 73 more inhabitants moved their homes from the
Eastfjords ro the southwest comer of leeland than came back.
Several people were even packed off by the local authorities and
Landsvirkjun. The dam and the smelter were mainly built using
foreign workers, who scarified their lives and health for this

terrorism. Nobody will ever know exactly how many foreign
workers died or were injured ar Kirnhnjikar. Those who wers

LOSS OF KARAHNJUKAR

injured or complained were shipped discreerly home 1o cheir
relarives withour further support. The Karahnjikar dam was
built up by slavery which will be a shameful blorch on leelandic
authorities for eternity. Most of the small local societies in the

Easdfjords are dead. Many houses are empty, many people and
companies are bankrupt, many community centers and other
places where people gathered rogether for each other's company
have been sold to use for alternare purposes or closed by the
local  authoriries. Al local that operated in
Revoarfitrour have been closed and those thar had the highest
venrmires of geming some profit from rhe construcrion of the
gmelrer may not hear the name Alcoa wirthour cursing. Once the
cooperarive sociery was the biggest emplover in Reydarfjérdur

COmmpan ies

but now there is nothing lefr of it there. They had ro close their
store when Alcoa came in, All the lies abour the participation of
I'iﬁ..i.:l] l.‘.”lil.l'-ll.l.ii'h !TH'H.: l?l:{:ll Hll'ﬁ'{:'il.ﬂ.:i].. n“l'|I| !‘n“lTIJJ"'ﬁ o I'I“-Il.'iﬁil ‘_il'l'l[l
Bectel) that were nor bought from Reykjavik, were rransporred
directly from abroad. And ar Karahnjikar they even managed to
cause two of the bippest companies in Akuoreyri to go bankrupr.
In spite of all rhis there are stll some deluded souls thar will be
mumbling in their shallow graves: “It is s0 pood to have an
aluminium smelter,”

By GUDMUNDUR BECK

When you're forced w look away, when you're forced to smile,
when you're not even permirred the grace of rage. | had o walk,
ramble further into the valley. The sheer enormity, not to
mention beauty, encompazsing Karahnjokar, was whar [ found
hard to prapple with. T often went on walks, on hikes, for
meanders up ro the hor springs | bur each time it gor me again
Past the raging warerfalls and untouched, deep and lush
liccis-_'-;rmrs. Ihis wild nature, s to I tamed. F‘-llnahng p:mt
major waterfalls, the rivers, the shapers of the valley, the rrue
veins of the hydrological eyele and to the top of the specracular
Hafrahvammagljufur, leeland 's Grand Canvon . Oceasionally
you'd see sracks of rack, piled on top of each other, an anciem
leelandic method ro ward off evil ehwes, seemed quire apr.

Pacing back towards the camp, wondering if the fairies, the
elves, the lichen and rthe reindeer had misrared for pood, the
process of corporate globalizanon and it monumenrs  of
slperpower status, |.u'r_: dams, lu':lz:u:n to start unraveling; you start
to realize that the only hope to bring the worlds rivers back
from rhe brink iz ro join the global consciousness, in not simply
river mifigation after a 'big dam’ projects completion, but the
endeavour ro acrually dismantle and rear rthese dangerous
li'l..l:‘[H.L'J.::‘- ‘.*15\'.111 :‘1"."]11“11!_: !I'H.'.ul.' H]ll'ﬁiﬂ]”_"&" l_!l.'i.ﬂTi_‘l':,‘l_'ri !'I.,'h:k ,11"[1,;{
burying them deep in the scrap vard once and for all.

LBy DAN GLASS




THE ENERGY MASTER PLAN FOH ICELAND involves damming the magr

A planned ALCO
whale spaotting cag
damming 3 roarin
drilling all the ms
areas of the
would be scared 2
waves of alums

Green energy or greenwash? =

lceland currently emits 17 tonnes of greenhouse gases ||
per person per year in comparison to the European '
average of 11 tonnes, and will achieve a 63% increase

on 1880 levels by 2012 if only some of the industrial

plans go ahead! Undammed, its glacial rivers soak in

GHGs naturally in a simmilar way to a rainforest. All of -
its glacial rivers are to be dammed. g Bakki - Husavik - Al
Iceland, not so green after all. a AL

ArnarfjorBur - Oil Refinery

Icelandic Hi-Tech Industry
The Geostream Services Group |

- "l don't want to see damage lo the nature

. around my beautiful river Pjérs4. | don't want
to lose Urridarfoss waterfall, the walking and
riding paths, and | don't want to lose the
salmon in the river, especially when these
dams are absolutely unnecessary.”

Halldora Gunnarsdoéttir
Iocal to the Pjorsa region where four controversial dams are planned

D Elkem R&D Carbon Ltd.

Icelandic Alloys e
D ORKLA Katanes - Hvalfjordur - Anode rod factory

Grundartangi - Hvalfjérdur - Steel factory

-
N rovr. Centuryauminum

Grundartangi - Hvalfiordur - Aluminium smelter

RioTintoAlcan |
Straumsvik - Hafnarfjérour - Alu smelter "

. L
Helguvik - Aluminium smelter
mhﬂnﬁ'.lr‘-‘-l

CenturyAwuminum y
o barlakshafn - Alu smelter?

QL) fvoRo?

A

On the Reykjanes peninsula steaming hot pools
and fumaroles hiss from the magical mossy
landscape. This unigue and rare scenery is to be
totally exploited for geothermal energy to
partly power 3 smelters in this region.




:-:_.jl'lif[{::{_tll'lt glaﬂial rivers and E'}{p]i:lit[l']g the rare QI’-‘K'IU‘IEI‘I‘I'IEII areas in

LCOA smelter in lceland’s

ing capital may require
roaring glacial rivers and

he magical hot geothermal

2 North for energy. The whales
ared away by the

Jminium cargo vessels. .

TR

\LCOA

The Karahnjukar dams drowned some of the most beautiful \
wilderness in Iceland in 2006, including 60 waterfalls and
reindeer breeding grounds. The dams affected 3% of
Iceland’s landmass, all for one ALCOA smelter.

Fjardaal - Reydarfidrdur - Alu smelter

R AaLcoA
: =

-

“When the authorities and my neighbours talked about
construction | always correctad them and told them that the
building of the smelter and the Karahnjiukar dam was not
construction but terrorism. | said that | felt sorry for thermn
because they were bringing us seventy years back to the
period of heavy industry.”

Gudmundur Beck
Farmer forced from his home by ALCOA's Fjardaal smelter, Reydarfjgrdur

www.savingiceland.org

EXISTING DAM RESERVOIR # PLANNED RESERVOIR
EXISTING GEOTHERMAL ENERGY PROJECT CJ PLANNED GEOTHERMAL PROJECT

EXISTING HEAVY INDUSTRIAL PROJECT
with plans for expansion

" EXPECTED ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT — HIGH VOLTAGE POWER LINES
- of dams and geothermal powerplants

|
I.- FLANNED HEAVY INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS |
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THE SHADOW OF POWER

darfidrdur, in

f lceland, for 35 years. His farm had

n 4 |

wition to the Aleoa smelter being

| (=
built there, He now works in a fish r..'ll.'l'.lll".:‘ in the

northern town of Akureyri
On 8" July 2007, Gudmundur Beek addressed the

Saﬁng ll:i_'lﬂ]l[.ll {.:i_TI]"L'I‘{'.I'II.?(‘. 'L\"il'l'l thc fﬁ“ﬂ“‘jl‘lﬂ Spft\'.‘huq

Deear Friends!
I am very happy ro be here with you today. leeland owes you
a grear debr for being here, exhibiting such grear concern by
rraveling over oceans and continents to visit our remote island.
We are here today because of the common threat from an
evil power. The long shadow of evil power encloses our earth,

abiuses and plunders it. This ravage reaches the remotest pares of

the world and will destroy it if we don't protest and light up
that dark shadow with all the power of our

1 am only one of several million people that have had to
leave their homes because of the greed of the international
weapon industry thar now shows irs bloody claws here in
Ieeland. For more than thirty vears its phantom has hung above
my beauriful fjord in the eastern side of this unique island.

Ten years ago the minister of {oreign alfairs announced a
meetinge of the n]:'!:':_]:ln'.\ of local councils in the Ea::ﬁ]mc[:%. We

hearrs.

discovered the government was negotiating with the Norwegian
company Norsk Hydro abour building a huge aluminium
smelter in my beautiful fjord, Revdarfjdrdur. This plan would
be followed by building two or three huge dams in a

| the main

Wintertime construction of Alcoa's Smelter in
Revoarfjordur, 2006

rivers that fall to the north from the glacier 1"--"'-il'I!'l-I:it'ﬂlﬂlI“. Muat
of the local .;I.:L:g;[re; Were ph};m;.] bhecanse of what later became
a banality: “It is s0 good to have an aluminium smelrer®, | doubt

any of them really knew what they were asking for. The people
in the small villages in the Eastfjords were living with a sense of
inferioriry, they didn’t know the power of union for a commaon
interest.

A Few vyears
larer, Norsk

E i'!u'l'.:lTI:'l g ujr

amd Alcon came
in as a builder of a
smelrer. As
'pﬂ 3!":4.'1'1.' sl {!J.
Vol probably

know, this  was — .
Cudmundur Beck by his tractor

in Reydarfjirdur

followed 1w the
huge dam ar
Karahnjika

which is such a gigantic destruction on this little island.

A few people in the Fastfjords and many people in
Fliorsdalshérad were not pleased with this destruction and tried
to make a protest. Bur the only reaction from the authorities
was thar it should not o be known in Revkjavik thar there were

some doubrs in the easrern side of the counmy about the
rerrorizm. - We live under the shadow of destruction.

When the authorities and my neighbors talked about
consrruction | always corrected them and told them thar the
building of the smelter and the Kirahnjikar dam was not
comsrruction but terrorism. 1 sald that 1 felt sorry for them
because they were bringing us sevenry years back to the period
of heavy industry. This was clear Stalinism, rhe n|'||1_.' difference
is that steel has changed ro aluminiom, - We live under the
shadow of NeoStalinism
decide where we live, where we work and how we vote. The

where  the authorities want 10
lcelandic aurhorities are in some respects worse than the
absgalute authorities in China = who were also building a huge
dam - because in leeland every citizen has electricity in their
home whereas in China they have not. Here is commirted a
rerrible sabotage on the beautiful highlands for the purpose of
giving electricity power to just one American weapon praducer,
Their terrible WeAPons are nsed to kill innocent, defenseless
people, more often in the poorest counries of the world. Even
worse, the Ieelandic government made contracts with one of the
worse reputed companics in Europe to commit the terrorism ar
Karahnjikar. The slavery there has already cost five human lives
in addition to innumerable injuries that will never be reported.
- Long s dark is the shadow of depravanon from the
leelandic government

Here in leeland the Weapon pmrlm‘fr Alcoa  releases
advertisements that show women wirh babies in their arms. This
company n’&,‘”i 1ts !11'1h::1".:' all ower ]s':'l:uul, in all kinds of
associations. When on the other hand you look at a different
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After three
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years of struggling
indust Saving |
with struggles
On was |='|-E|.'-.3L' in consensus by
r-h:lll"a_k:-:'||‘||"||'."1".~! -!:"I.lj

of  actnvisls, seientists,

erned people attending

We are gathered in Olfus, leeland, we are people from more
than fifreen different countries and five continents. We are here
to share our experiences of heavy industry, dams, ransnational
companies and other expressions of globalisation, in Iceland, in
Brazil, in Sourh Africa, in Denmark, in Canada, in England,
Germany, Iudia, Trinidad and Tobage and many other
countries.

We are not professional protestors. Unlike the wellpaid
cOTpOrane !Ulﬁl"'!.'isrs and :‘-ﬂ;lilll.ﬂ. tors tHhat Ty to sell you ]'u;:mT
industry, none of us gets paid 1o be here. We are ordinary
people, we are teachers, nurses, youth workers, srudents,
shopworkers, fathers, mothers. We are here because we care
The lcelandic wilderness is unique. It is the largest in Europe
and one of the few wild places left on this continent. It's beauty,
unigueness, fire and ice are a heritage we must presenve amd
must defend. It is the heritage, responsibility and privilege of all
lcelanders, and all Europeans, and all humans.

We are global cinzens in opposition ro global companies.
We ﬁ.l'u.l it remarkable thar in all our COLNITIES, We S0 .'md
suffer from  mransnational companies following the same
Blueprint. All around the world, in north and south, in presenr
and past, the same ugly picture is grey and black. We zee rhe
same parterns wrought by corporations. Patterns of ecological
devastation, Of roral disrespect for human righes. Of creating an
covironment thar is unhealthy o live in, where we do not want

destruction  of
manipulation  of

to raise our children anymore. OFf the
communities. Of the
BEOVETTIMENTS.

We stand in solidariey with each other, we hanve a common
strugple againgt common enemies such as ALCAN, RUSAL,
ALCOA and Cenrury.

lcelanders - do nor forger whar these foreign companies

corruption  and

have done in the past and are doing now. How these peaple lie
and Dbribe your government. People from Africa, from Sourh
America and many places tell you - do nor rrust them. Do not
walk inro this trap. It is the trap of neocolonialism, Ir is the map
of false promises. How will you face vour children if you
sacrifice this country, this unique and unspoilt counrry.

Progress is painted by some as huge projects, large scale
developmenr. In all our countries, these have become disasters,
socially, ccologically, economically. Progress is a plenitude of
sinall solutions. We should li't’ H] I:'lh.:-ll.\".m_l;[ ﬂ(m‘cr:; '|11|:u'1m_

VOICES OF THE WI

MNCE OF
U LARGE DAMS

ND

Inform yoursell. Make up your own mind. Do nor stay simine
on the fence, as if it doesn't affect you. You have o make a
decision.

Dams in leeland only provide electricity temporarily = they
arg not a 1-.:-m.1 term solution. They emit ,l_’lil..'I.'I!IIH MESE PHsEs jurc'r as

aluminium smelters do in huge amounts. It is not a green mera
ar all. If you allow these factories, all the credit you have under
the Kyoro Protocol will vanish like snow. If we do not face the
dangers of climare change, our world will become unlivable.
Wl is this all for?! You pride vourself in nor having an army,
bur 30% of aluminium is produced for the military, for war
effort, for ranks, for miszilez, Will yvou ler your wilderness be
Llﬂhll{’\'l:{! Fo ) IIIHI HHLI'IIriI.‘."-\. N I'Ii"l11'i.|‘.' l':l{'h |"|l'hl'_'T‘ 'u:!T d(‘l }'I,:II!
prefer to sacrifice it for Pepsi-cans!

It is not that leeland will be sacrificed so orher places will be
i:‘l"ﬂbd. T]‘u.: .ill:ll'l.‘lillillln i.I.'I.':.!il:"hlt'I.' will build L|1'1..'|.-u|:ihn1: smelrers
in South Africa and Trinidad, and all the major rivers of the
Amazon are threatened by large dams for heavy indusery.

Why more aluminium? Why more dams! Whar kind of
world will we end up with and whar will we become!

The closing ceremony of the Saving Iceland
Conference, 2007
We can all make 3 difference. Raise consclousness. Mount

pressure. Bring informarion o schools, bring ir o your work
and your communitics. Evervone can care, no marter how large
or small they are, becanse we are all human, Inform yourself,
Make up vour own mind or it will be made up for you,

To view rthe list of signarures rhar accompanies this declaration

go o www savingiceland.org/declararion 2007
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side of rthis company, you will see advertisements for military
equipment, pictures of tanks and fighter aircraft with the slogan
LIGHTER - FASTER - STRONGER. - Endless is the shadow
of the falseness and lies.

In the little village in Reydarfjordur there was a small
fishfacory thar was not allowed to operare in the summertime
because of pollution. Yer the authorities still allowed the
|:uil{|i|1g of an aluminium smelrer wirh the annual capacity of
480.000 tons, withour hesitation. The limis on fluoride
pollurion were elevared abour 50% just for Alcoa and there are
no limits set on polycyclic aromaric hydrocarbons (PAIL
chemicals) or the 4600 tons of sulfur dioxide the smelter
emits. The environmental assessment was just accepred exactly
as Alcoa wanted. The same thing had happened with the
assessment for Karahnjokar dam - although the instirution of
planning had refused it, the minister of environment changed
the decision. - Endless is the shadow from the abuse of power
and corruption.

The weather conditions in Reydarfjordur make the effecrs
of polluting industries even worse. Experience and research
shows that there will be much pollution there. The local
authorities and agirators of Alcoa rell people thar all will be
clean, siill nobody is allowed o live near the factory. On the
map thar Alcoa made ro show the spreading of pollution, it
made a detour by the village. - We live in the shadow of
pollution.

But the smelter and the Kirahnjikar dam were nor only
terrorism against nature, they were also an arack upon the
Icelandic economic base and communities in the Eastfjords.
Since the terrorism of this smelter began, excessive borrowing

and inflation has put poigon in all kinds of commerce.

In the Esarfjords we had selfsupporting communities that
have now been destroyed and converted into places attracting
l:;nM :l'rggr.rﬁ. Around the smeler there will now be a
community of one firm where nobody can live, work or feed
themselves withour bowing down for “Alcoa Director™ Mr.
Tomas, = We live in the shadow of pollured minds,

The last two summers many charming young people have
come to visit ug in the Eastern side of the counrry. They have
showed an extraordinarily unsellish and heartfelt care rowards
this précions island. Tt-:cw,- have tried with all their Hrn.'llgrll (%]
protest against that horrible destruction which was made by
Alcoa and Landsvirkjun. Unfortunately they had roo linle
support from the leelandic people and the authoritics looked at
them a2z questionable guesrs. The minister of justice sent a
band of about wenty policemen to follow them. Some of the
policemen ofren showed brurality towards these young people
and at court they received unjust rearment. This unveiled the
lies abour equality within the law. - We live in the shadow of
violence and abuse of power.

Dear friends! 1 will hearrily thank you for being here roday.
You have sacrificed your time, reputation and your hearr ro the
baule for narure, justice and a Dberrer life for the next
generations. You are the lighthouse of truch thar will light up
the shadow of lics and t'nrrllplinu. You are the worch L'lf-_]'llﬁl'i.l,'t
that will light up the shadow of the evil power. You are the
sunshine of hope thar will light up the shadow of destrucrion,
so more people will join in  the baule for
Thankyou!

Gudmundur Beck

AtuTe.

OF THE WILD

wry " (v
(e Nl
sl 105




- MINING SACRED MOUNTAINS
TO FUEL THE WAR ON TERROR

many articles, are al
f This Earth' and ha

am, the first tributary

The financial scams orchestrated by aluminium companies have
created economic and environmental tuin in many couniries,
dramatically effecting the lives of thousands of their citizens. In
each case, a sustained & costly PR campaign promising a new
age of prosperity preceded rhis destrucrion.

In Easr India, in the smre called Orissa, the world's
aluminium companies are jockeving for deals ro mine bawire
from the 4000 these
mountains are the life and soul of the indigenous people. Their
base rock 15 even called Khondalive after the Kond tribe who
live all around them. 70 vears aeo, when Census officials asked
Konds "Whar iz vour religion?”
"Lonpar”

summits  of foot mountaing Pt

they por a surprising answer:
"the Mountains”, Far from some superstition, this is
religion as environmental awarness. All the Konds' Lands are
watered by mineralich streams. This starts from the summits ol
these mountains, where the laver of bauxite conserves monscon
rain-water !‘hl‘t’ﬂlﬂl!ﬂln the hot summer heat and releases it in
perennial, mineralrich streams. This nourishes the land and
forest for miles around.

Aluminium's littleknown power m the earth's crust (where
ir combines
H:LII.\:]!L'

it forms #89%) iz one of the buildine blocks of life;
'l'l‘i.[ti ][_’L.’ IOy Conserve waler 'il] |]'H.:' ."'H“l. |'|:-'|Jl'\. an :II-
content over 40%, and wherever it s found it helps nourish the
This includes the Amazon
forests of Brazil & Guyana, and those of West Africa & north
Ausrralia. In Orissa "Jungle story” areas of central
India, where tigers, elephants and bears still survive -
hﬂll.!l“ﬂ ot .lﬂ.li'l'lﬁl |i'|1.' I'l'l!“TH'IH n'l_ilﬁ._'l

Whether

Being pushed in Orissa or the smleters in
aluminium mdusiry always involves the exploiration of warer

WO |.I.:|I:"- IMO&T .'-I'il‘.‘.l. (T llIHI ‘L,'Irl._';\l:_\.

Hlld ﬂlhtT

only just

is the bauxite mines, refineries and zmelrers
leeland, the
[Elll“"fll Ilul'l-lerllHlllh e, H.]'ll.i L‘In'lrn-l:.ln:lt‘nr:il ﬂ!t'\."'.'lﬁr.'lrllﬂ'l O 3
grand scale. To mention a few countries that have learnr this
the hard way: Guyana’s Independence was delayed 10 years
(1953%63), and destabilised by the CLA, because itz first
President, Cheddi Jagan, wied o nadonalize bauxite so his
country could ar leasr make a profir from mining. Jamaica's
Michael Manley (whase "One Love” Bob Marley celebrated) was
warned by Kissenper rhar if he rried ro narionalize bauxire, he'd

face war from the US - oo ddle threar in 1973, just before the
CLA Dbacked Pinochet's coup in Chile for
interesis, Manley laced CIA terrorism, but he mised the price of

copper  mining

bauxire by GO0% -

ather

A VICTOTY AEHINED the aluminium cartel no

.:':Nlnrr',.' F'I:Ui rt'l'h.‘:-ll:':l. { -rl A “I:Ilﬁ 'il'“.l I:"l'li'l“ !l'lli'l!' WAR
massively overshadowed by the Akosomba dam. This had dire
comsequences for over 100,000 people who were either
Hiﬁpl;h'rd,, debilitared or killed by river blindness and other
diseases. The dam was built ro power one smelter for 2 US
company, and didn't even provide electricity for villages.
Alumininm's dark side is cqually evident in richer countries'
expericnoe: Brazil's smelwers in the 1980s were buile along with
the vastly destructive Tucurui dam. But Brazil's leaders had been
hoodwinked by Japanese bankers and developers, who printed
lavishly  illustrared forecasts of prosperity  that  never
materialised. Instead, the country and its electricity company
were plunged into massive debr and price rises. A similar
exploiation has been evident in L:-'llr.}r.':l.‘l.:.'lﬂnd {vast bmmim
mines on richly foresred Aboriginal land on Cape York,
highly polluting & subsidised refinery), and Quebec (a ru:.'nrd
number of smelters from hydropower,
well as New Zealand (2 major smilter).
Il\l R“}GH‘E. AN Even wWorse sCenaro - 1'“" E'I-rlx'.lfl:.irl:l 1] ]!I-:'l:‘i |I'|.I
tor an “lumimium war” of mafia killings and has been cenrral o

the couniny's gangsicrisation.

hugely subsidised),

In India we have spent over 6 witnessing  the
aluminium compandes’ stratagems to get hold of south Orissa's
biggest mountains - each one the sacred centre of a tribe, and
the holdingplace of the state's water security. Water & rock

geen a2 "rezources” by economists and politicians are understood

YUArS

as Sources of life by people wha live close to the land and see

themselves as irs "Earthworms”.
India’s New Mineral Palicy, being enacted right now, is a

orchestrared by the

companies and ruling economists 1o fastrrack mining all over

neoliberal  scam world's rop mining
Inclia, removing trilbal people off the land that has always been
theirs. This
Cultural Genocide, since tribal society is destroyed when they

lose their land.

"developmentinduced displacement™ amounts 1o
Their egalitarian social organisation, cconomy,
food securiry, religion and values are wiped our, and their
standard of living |m'.'lri'.ﬂ1.|1lr dn}pn‘ drastically. The company &
our the them

development”, and mising their qualicy of hife through modern

Geovernment  pur message they are "giving

appliances and vehicles, hospitals and schools - a ol ioversion
of the wuth. In Damanjodi (where there has been a refinery for
20 years), most of the displaced families are destitute and have
(&) I"\'.:E 0l E[\L' ]111\{1.' ll'!'l;:!'l-t':w t‘l"t [Ea b S ] rh.!'.' ]l.!l'“".':-ll ﬂ[LIL!t' il.ll\:‘. [li
Lanjigarh and Kashipur, the construction of refineries in the
L'I?“ 1‘-"\\' j.'{'.'llr.l: ]".ll‘:\. ]N'I'l\ :'-n.'l'H_'.-irr.Irn‘LI i1'!|' ]1.“““ l_‘]l_‘l1.1g_'!|'|l“_-'\. Tt]l_‘fl_‘
have been hundreds of unreported deaths in construerion and
on the roads, several murders and police killings and numerous
"false cases™ - a racric leelandic acriviats have also rasred.




.

To summarise a story éven more contorted than leeland's: a
consortium led by Alcan rried to starr construcrion in Kashipur
15 years ago. Police opened fire in December 2000, killing 3
rribal people. An Enquiry stalled this project for several years,
and Norsk Hydro pulled our. Meanwhile Vedanrta Resources (=
Sterlite Industries, headed by Anil Agarwal, among UK's richest
residents) was lumehed on London's Srock Fxchange (with help
from the UK Govt and many foreign banks induding P
Morgan) in December 2003, swiftly financing construction of
the Lanjigarh refinery, with Auvstralian & Chinese help, and
outrageous scams. Within 6 months of starting up, this refinery
has already polluted a major river at its source.

lndian legislation to protect the environment has been left
in arters. The Supreme Cournt's advisory body on forests (the
Cenrral Empowered Commimes) wrore a long report supporting
the clossure of the refinery and arguing against the mining of
Niyam Dongar, the mountain ir's sited nexr ro. This mountain
is also of cutstanding importance for the full forest thar covers
it. The Dongria Konds, sdll classed as a Primitive Tribe, who
live only in the Niyamgiri range. Dongria religion has a raboo
ot cutling rees on the mountain fo, S0 their ri:liginn has
presenved this oustanding monument of biodiversity in the
name of their supreme deity, Nivam Raja, "King of the Law”",

This gives the Supreme Court case - and ignoring of the
CEC advice - a supreme symbolic significance. The case has
been fought on a shoestring by environmentalists and human
rights campaigners in a rare show of soildarity, against strong
vested interests and vast sums on lawyers and PR. For over 3
vears, Vedanra's mining plans have been stalled. It's interesting
that when 1P Morgan wrote a multi-million report on Vedanta
to launch it in London, and mentioned Nivamgiri, as the
Financial Times did too, none of the players were aware of the
Dongria or the mountain's oustanding biodiversity - Decase
none of them knew how to value these non-financial aspects!
Because of rhis they did nor foresee rthis courr case. Bun
wimessing it has been traumaric: especially the lies of Vedanta's
Lwwyers, claiming to speak on behalf of India's "poor tribals”,
and the distortions and manipulations of the judges, as they oy
to find a way 10 dear the mounmim for mining, Among these
has been making the company pn:lui.w oy pray huy_‘l..' sums for
"tribal development” and "forest management” - when tribal
developmenr in India, even in the public secror, is nearly always
a recipe for gross corruption, and when the affforestarion plan
aims o "enhance” the forest cover through plantations! The
forest is valued in "Ner Present Value® - a scheme thar reduces
irreplaceable biodiversire o minimum fioures of nmbervalue
cte, promoted by Deutsch Bank & others. The key judge speaks
eloquently of"balancing environmental concerns with economic
needs & the needs of the poor”, What he's actually doing is
selling India's most irreplaceable assets, along with India's real
culrure, represented by village communities who sill live
sustainably on the earth. A tribal elder, stinding outside the
courr in Ocrober last year, made a statement  abour this judge
rhar iz al=e a succiner summary of Indian philesaphy: "His is the
Karima (action, sind, ours is the Dharma {n:1igiun, dury).”

In effect these judges are serving as dispensers of the

neoliberal agenda, opening India up to loreign exploitation on a

scale and speed that even the East India Company couldn't
dream of. A plan presented ar the court outlings that all major
mountains will be given over to mining. BHP Billivon and Alcoa
are among the companies making deals behind the scenes,
though every mountain is so far protecred by a ribal movement
0 Save 1T

Orizea'’s movementz are one of the wonders thar may ver
save our world, and deserve far wider recopnirion, following as
they do in Gandhis foomsteps of nonviolent resistance to
forcionfinanced  injustice. These movements  have  forced
multinationals ro go slow on implementing deals so far: plans
for steel plants by Tata and Posco (Korea's giant steel co) face
movements of sustained resistance that are headline news each
week in Orissa now, though reasonably unheard of outside.

Whar iz all thizs aluminivmand for anywsy? Much poes into
the car industry, packaging (filling landfills), building huge
buildings erc. Bur the most profitable and inserutable portion
goes into the arms industry. Aluminium 15 essential in bombs,
jet fuel, and hundreds of military applications: "No war can be
brought to a succesful conclusion withour using and destroying
WAED (]'l;llllirit:ﬂ F]f '.I{III1I'I1.11.|.I11....' s A I-JH l‘.xpl.‘:rl i_ulu'l'il J‘\nllt'rﬁnn
stated in 1951 - the last time anyone has written openly abour
the indusrry unrill today!

Arms companies are making huge profits out of the wars in
ltag & Afghanistan, and the arms sales everywhere., It's pood
we're all learning to examine our carbon footprints, but metal
and arms factories are among the worst emitters of greenhouse
gases - too rarely brought into a cenmral place in climate change
debates! Without vastly reducing our wars, our limired
individual reductions are not achieving anywehere near enough
ro save our world.

So leeland
mounting, forests, rvers and  indipenous land  need  the
solidarity of leelanders and wellminded people everywhere.
And from Orissa as well as Ieeland, the message needs to go out:
the growth of the aluminium industry is urterly unsustainable
and we all need o find a2 way o reduce ourpur and
consumption. lndia’s per capita aluminium consumption is srill
less than 1kgz per person per vear, while "developed countries”
H\'HTHE:I' 1 ";-'!-D I{g. ﬁ“l:l ROVITIE {]f th.'iR iH I'iﬂ,"'l.'ﬂl L‘ﬂlml.ln'uptlnl]: 'me

i# nor alone. India’®s movemenss o save

packaging as well as water supplies and pans, tiny yet significant
amounts of aluminivm leaches inte our bodies, where it collects
in our bones and Dbrains, allecting us in wavs oo linle
understood.

The Indian and Chinese Governments are saying they need
a licence o emit as much as other countires in the name of
reducing poverry. But the industmalization being imposed iz ar
the expense of people, living sustainably on the land. Far from
reducing their poverty, the aluminium and steel industries in
Crissa are I::L'I.I.L.illg jHMIT ]'ll.ruph.' I A |.|1::-jr|..'n-lli.: pamerty likeee
nothing before.

Reading & films:

Mew Films on the movements against the aluminium and sreel
industries being imposed in Orisza have been made by &, & 5. Das &
Surya Shankar Dash, wailable from sdasorisa@rediffmail. com &
dash.suryashankar®gmail com, & reading list on aluminium from
felixonza@@yalhoo.com)
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continues Lo spri his message wherever he goes

1 was sitring in one of those sporrs bars, with lor of TV ar
every angle. There were fifteen or twenty of uz stnding around,
some us talking, the oceasional bursr of laughrer. Maostly our
faces were upturned at the relevisions. On ESPN: the 100 rop
plays of the year in all the sports; grand slam home-runs in the
borom of the 9eh, fingertip carches for touchdowns, holes in
Two bouncy TV
anchors cut to an amazing commercial in which a Gillette Razor
flics off a beard up inte the sky and becomes a sleek feluer jer
And then back to the highlighr reel, the parade of High Lights.

1 was alone and sitting near the window, so my gaze turned
to a world l'!i.."g."'.'l-il.l.] the TV The dull Hl\.'l'lu\'
of the city had no big moments. There was nothing amazing to

one, slow morion dives from sixty feet..

outside in the ciry.

draw the eve. People walked by with their heads down, maybe
half of them on cell phones or iPods... 1 felt thar 1 was facing
rwar public commaons in conflicr. Two worlds thar we all creare
and own. First - the commercial world aimed right ar my face,
packing that sophisticared elecric hypnosis.  The other
common, the smmeet and the shadowy buildings lacked thar
precision, didn't have anvthing like thar concenrmration of
Cnergy.

As | looked arcund the bar, warching the warchers, it was
very clear, The flazshing intensiry of the moniror: hanging over
our drinks and the lax darkness of public space had a key
difference. Noone would change much in the acr of wimessing
thiz hiphlighr reel ronighr.  Ir wag nor THAT real. The bip
moments were not big in that way. There with my beer - |
arrived ar the inevimble progressive riddle. What kind ol
moment changes vs! . where meaning floods our souls and we
commit to action! When 1 asked thar question, | wasn'r asking
anyone in the bar. | wanted to go outside into the anonymous
blurry ciry.

The televised experience must always fasten in place our
mosr conservarive values. The excellence of the spores highlighr
reel is ulrimarely for rhe glory and supporr of the bipeesr and
oldesr insrimirions.  We've seen this unmistakably with the
embrace of the corporatized lragq war by all our sports. The
]II.L";I[H-'I'I{H.'!H.E:[?- Ars [il{.’ III.I!IiI'II.:II!..“ L:IH'\inl'\ i.l.i rII{.' dreind. -l EIL'
corporation is the invisible athlete. What's the clue! 1 simply
.|::|; - -.»I...r am | 'l.*.".l[-.'hi:n;: :|11|,l |1-.m' is the money for it made!
The answer is in these commercials: Cars, beer and recruitment

ads tor war

REVERENMD BILLY COMMUNES WITI US FROM A BAR IN AMERICA

Until the headsdown citizens on these sidewalks, and unril
the media drinkers in this bar - unril we reenter public space
and face a drama rthar awairs us there, how can we change
ourselves or those around uws?  Until we reenter the darkened
public space and find a way ro make an unforgerable message
there - which we haven't done since the Civil Rights Movement
and irs child the antiswar movement of the 60% and 70 - we
will continue with this commercial Drighimess that overwhelms
us. We will die on these vinyl stools, die with our eyes open,
full of High Lighes,

Giil Seort-Heron said “The Bevolurion will not be relevised.”
He could say, roo: “We won't chanpe anything while we wawch
TV." Public space - out there in the murky world where we are
now encasecd in iPods, in smoked plass cars, with our heads
cocked over a blackberry - that is the stage for freedom. Public
space has been demoted by the makers of the High Lights, The
disconnection with our past in the strees 1s made formal, a
habitual amnesia. When did we forget that these sports we are
staring at were born our there, when we were children or our
prandparents were children, jumping, dunking, throwing and
running.
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passionate mappropriate citizens.  Yet

in receit ALY
pesiures o sounds
that

cmanate '

from the

SIreets  arc
supervised.

Mozt of the

kamikaze culoure

of skareboarders,
preachers or musicians are

oSt
American cities.  This

now  illegal in

SpHOTLE bar | was seated

in was in New York,

and here there is a

gc ncml slispen sion

of free  public
EXPTEESION Eince
9/11. 1 knew

as 1 sat there

lookineg  out

the window -

that 1 would need
to return to the streer very

00T




i .

Clockwise from rop left: a messape trom the camp ar Reydartjordor, 2005, Karahnyukar proresr ar esrimared warer heighr, predloading 2006
rriuck lock-on on Karhnjnkar Dam Sire, 2006; benefir pip in Revkjavik, 2007; lock-n pracrize in Fyjabakker, 2006; serring up canp, 2007,
clowns ar Reclaim The Streers, Reykjavik, 2007



,, IS A FORM OF POLITICAL ACTIVISM WHICH
t SEEKS IMMEDIATE REMEDRY FOR PERCEIVED ILLS,
AS QPPOSED TO INDIRECT ACTIONS SUCH AS
ELECTING REPRESENTAITIVES WHO PROMISE TO
FROVIDE REMEDY AT SOME LATER DA"['E,’

(WIKIPEDIA.ORG)

Since H:n'in;; leebarnd I]L‘.L:H]'I o take :~|:IH|:H..'1 I}L‘.'l.ll.:l].{‘.' have been |I-'|]'Li.l'|.$ direct action in its name. There is licde point fti}‘il"lg on
politicians o defend the wilderness when they are so abviously on rhe side and in the pocker of heavy industry, Direct action gets
results, it works. Ir also plays a crucial role in reclaiming our environment and our communities from those who wish to exploit
and profir from them. Direcr action, whether locking vourself 1o a digger or praying in a shopping mall, can be the most liberaring
of experiences. Here is a small collection of acrion raken by people in Iceland and elsewhere in defence of the leelandic wilderness.

BLOCKADES AND SITE OCCUPATIONS

The dam construction site ar Kirahnjikar and Eyjabakker was
subject ta several invasions befare its consrrucrion. In 2005
people from the SI camp invaded the site and locked to trucks
carrying gravel, stopping work for # hours. In 2006 people
from the camp blocked a key road in the Eyjabakker site

_ ; A stopping work for 3 hours, Also in 2000 people held a picnic
r e, inside rhe sire and on rwo separare occasions rerurned and
locked to

The smelrer

site  in  Reyoarfjordur
was invaded by a local
farmer, Cudmundur
Beck, in 2005. In 2005
and 2006 Sl acrivises ]
invaded the sire  and
locked 1o machinery

In December 2007
mischievous “Yule Lads"
invaded the Ilellisheid
|1t:111ht.‘.r||tu| [remwier p]RJLI and

gave rotten poraroes  fo
workers. In leelandic folk lore

: it 15 |.T-ill.1'llli.‘l1'li11 tar mm;;lw:.'

: il children to be given such gifts.
stopping work fon

HIII!'llJ:n1 A 'I.\.'|.'IHII:: 1|.;|y.

| JIn 2007 SI blockaded the
They also  climbed

q l - enrrances o Century
L s 1 1 ]

;:nm- - ung _ Aluminium and the
FINNICTS, - 3 x a v

| i leelandic Allovs steal factory

CAMPING IN THREATENED AREAS i Negleadl, & ek

larer  they  Dblockaded
the Rio Tinro-Alcan
o smelrer in
Hafnarfjordur. If chart
wasn't enough, SI
bl s iy i ivaded Revkjavik
o Enenny's peothermal

In 2005 and 2006 the SI
camp was partially held
in the threarened area of
Karahnjokar undl it was &8
evicred Ly police.
Camping on threatened

. Construction =i |.T1
arcaz has been a tactic

Hengil. They locked ro  machinery,

[ |."\.|.'I:I RHOCERS r-l.lll"p' AT S . i
climbed cranes and hung banners.

the globe.

In 2006 the Youth Against Heavy Industry invaded the Revkjavik
offices of the national power company Landsvirkiun, Over thiny voung people from across lceland
shoutred, banged pots and blew whistles inside the building before being evicted by police.

' In 2007 SI invaded Revkjavik Council's offices and hung a huge banner inside (Reykjavik Council
owns Revkjavik Energy).




BAMNER DROPS AND OFFICE OCCUPATIONS

In 2007 the people of Hafnarfjordur held a protest and dropped banners from council
buildings after a referendum which said no to the building of a smelrer was ignored.

g T In 2007, on leeland’s “National Day” a 25m leelandic flag with the logo's of aluminium
L | __.||.',. § iy " _ i .

companics emblazoned across iv was hung from the national rthearre, m:ik:n,t_: the pnnt thar

| lceland has been raken over by aluminum corporations, rat her than being an independent

state.

i | o l I
STREET THEATRE AND PARTY

Reverend Billy of the Church of Stop Shopping held an anticonsumerist b
sermon in Reykjavik's largest shopping mall.

Machine, Around a hundred people on the anti-heavy industry street carnival oy moainill
partied all around Revkjavik's ring road before heading for the city centre. Here S
they were confronted by police whe arrested people and damaged a vehicle. g
They were unable 1o kill Saving lceland party spirit however.

GLOBAL SOLIDARITY ACTIONS

In 2006, when Kirahnjikar was
flooded, abour forry people held a
l funcral ceremony for the death of the
Karahnjtikar valley and the rainforest
and beaches in the Cedros Peninsula
of Trinidad and Tobago, The black
B cloaked mourners attempted to hand a
letter to the Icelandic Embassy and the
Trinidad and Tobago Embassy, but
. | . | l'.'f-lll'-.' the Icelandic one iil.'_q.;tp[i.:tl it I, 7005 Alcans smelrer in Fort William,
'.":{:"]uh‘ TE.I!;-G was hamw:n.mg pr:u..:uplt in Trll.mll'.ul had started a protest camp in the Scotland, was blockaded for five hours. During
R, of West |1‘|.l.‘]l'l:5- AL the Imlhhn!" of two new 5“”'”“ lw .-"'kll.'q:'l:{. thix fime no ﬁll-}‘!i‘.'lil.‘i- oTr mun-rmlﬁ I.ZI::II.II1.|. enter

I the summer of
2007, in respomse
o the 1_u1|':n-
|'-¢pr.:s.:;iu:1 of the
street  party  in
Revkijavil, the
leelandic

i Consulate in
Edinburgh had is
building l1:l|inh'.:i1

its  locks  glued
and “The Whole
World is
Warching” and
“leeland  Bleeds”
was painted  on
the s, [ he
same sunmen
seen  the same
reafment on'en o
the leelandic Embassy in Copenhagen, Denmark. Thig time

In Ft'|1l|.i'.-i|:1, 2006 Alcoas Runcomn factory in Manchester, UK,
was blockaded by roughly thirty people. This lasted three hours.

In 2007 the Farth Liberation Front struck in Essex, UK, against
Rio Tinto-Alcan. “The gates were locked shut, office doors and loading
f!.:i:,r,'. T s::i:ol‘ﬁgrd with g{flu.’ and a message I:'_Fr !‘-Ir’l“'ll!r'ii on the wall
Vihicles belonging to Rio Tinte were alto sabotaged” says their

statement
In London on New Years Day, 2007, SI activists climbed on top

of and dropped banners from St Pauls Cathedral, rhe Tate _ ! : E
Modern art gallery and the Millennium Bridge. The banners Aluminium Industry out of leeland” and “Nature Killers
were painted in bright red on the building.

displayed slogans against heavy indusrry in Iceland and Trinidad. 20
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CORPORATE CRIMES
IN THE CARIBBEAM

By OLI MUNIOM -is an e

interests in wilderness ¢

causes of climate change and above all

tackling the

smashing heavwv industrv.

Jamaica's densely forested limestone landscapes are famous for
ti"ll."'lr l1:'I-I'I|I'|‘J_|"|L':'|I dn.'t‘r.-:rh.', '!::‘f"l"ll':'l"_""li':'ll HEL"l'H!.lI.'Hl“'I‘" :I['ll:! l{|$1‘|11L'r1\1‘
appearance. Bur when you enrer a mined-our arca, their value as
an economic resource becomes all roo apparent. Every valley is
turned into a steepsided box, devoid of i rainforests and
.'-'lt|1[1urli11|-_!, t“ll'!r' PTARN, Hl".l |IH.:IH.' HTC :!'ll." I.ﬂ.:l.'lH.I-"H.':l:r [§1] [
Where open-cast strip mining of bauxite, the raw marerial
smelted 1o aluminium, is under way, the green of the forests
gives way shamply to the deep red bawxire colour thar exrends
deep into the valley sides and in every direction. The mines are
vast in size and seem o affect every S-:ih[-,!r. valley in an area. The
machinery is on a similar scale, with massive vellow wucks
carrying the red soil from the mines o the refineries on roads as
wide as runways, filling the air with dust. According to
companies such as Alcoa and Alcan, and Jamaican subsidiaries
Jamaleo and Winaleo, the valley floors never were toresred, and
the whole process is environmentally harmonious, leaving the
land more producnve than before,

A hisrory of institutionalized neodilseral policies, IMF and
World Bank structural adjusmment programmees, marpinalization
of peasant populations through unfair ind ownership and a
lingering colonial land regime are having devastating effects on
Jamaica's forest cover and biodiversity. Jamaica is experiencing
one of the highest rates of forest loss in the world, causing
declines in biodiversiry (40 bird species and a third of all plant
species are threatened), unsustainable soil erosion and rop soil
loss, warer supply problems, lower agricultural productiviey and
increaging the likelihood of dezerrificarion serting in.

The True Cost of Bauxite

Bauxire mining is Jamaica's second largest coninibution 1o GDP
and by far its biggest industry. The environmental, ecological
and zocial problems associared with open-cast bauxite mining
and processing are vast. The mining itself requires the clearing
and stripping of the overlying soils and habitats, reducing forest
cover, destroving habitarg and increasing erosion and runoff
The mines are extensive, displacing subsistence farmers from
their rradirional lands and reducing suirably arable areas. Large
amounts of ﬂ!ll.—" ATeE I_'H_':ITI.H:{ I_"_q' rhl_' T1!I|'|'|1!"||-E"'., t'ﬂl{""'lill_'ll_“"l E_"!TL"I\,'{':{f-
and transportation of the bauxire, smorhering local veperation
and impacting negatively on the health of local people. The
mining has devastaring impacts om habimar loss and on Jamaica’s
endemic and endangered plamt and animal life, and polluies
groundwater.

YOICES OF TIHE WILDERNESS

Outside a mine operated by Winalco, some fifty idenncal hurs
line the roadside, each dizringuished only by itz number. These
were generously donated to the local community by Winaloo ro
show their commirment ro social responsibilitg and presumably
in compensarion for appropriated lands. The Jamaicans who
'I'n."'l'rk 117 Thﬂ"St" i'lllrﬁ. AT l{{'hE‘l'.T:iII:. .]-lll.:lr I“.:'Il“'h :i'l'l{i l.“lllllHll';.J.
were taken from them by government order for bauxite mining
or for the extensive wasre lakes that are created. They are
compensated by being allowed to provide food for workers.
They contract illnesses rom the dust and industry, and there is
nothing they cin do about it. Winalco mine supervisors claim
that the lnd they reclaim is fertile arable land and thar it is
givern back to the people who lived there before, but thar
Jamaicans are lazy people, so more often than not the land is
]L‘.I‘i ll!ltul'l{,lll._'l,,i b El.l.‘h“]”l]Lt. .IIU._' |,||!|L_K_H|,:1.|. ll:ll'l]-'lik_:il!.}, I!i?'n'u'lf"l.'l;.'l.
tell a different story. Typical restoration of an open-cast mining
site involves bulldozing a thin layer of opsoil back over densely-
packed limestone gravel and non-native prass species then
planted in it Actual examples of regenerated forest on the sires
of reclimed piz are few and, more often than nor, the
reclaimed land provides crops for one year, bur is rhen
exhausred and useless, owing ro rhe farcical reclamarion process,
It is wo wonder that alfected people bave bepun maobilisine

apainar the bauxire miners.

Cockpir Counrry

It is estimated that 2 billion tonnes of bauxite remain on the
island, 1 billion tonnes of which are easily accessible and, at
current extraction rates, enough o sustain another 100 vears'
production. Residentz of Cockpit Counmy, a potental
UINESCO World Heritage Sire for its karst formations and wet
limestone forests, are currently fighring for bauxire prospecting
and mining to be stopped in the region because of rthe
devastarine impacts the extracrion will have on habirar loss and
Jamaica’s endemic and endangered plant and animal life, and
potential impacts on the water quality of the aquiler {3 major
source of freshwater for central and western Jamaica) running
under it. Cockpit County is Jamaica's only true area of
wilderness and the only near-pristine karst system remaining in
the Caribbean, as well a2z a globally significant reservoir of
I‘Il'ﬁl{l\'l"TFl['\_.',_ I‘("i'l'l!: 1|"' ].‘1rl_34_‘.-;;r TN r'uf- IMGCT wel Il['l'l'_".ﬁ[l:,'l]'lt._' Fur:_‘;-c!
in Jamaica. One area earmarked for prospecring is home ro 79
of the 100 ard species on the sland, and many orher animal
and plant speciez unique and endemic ro Jamaica, such as the
Gianr Swallowtail, and a recendy discovered species of tree frog
known only ro thiz region, In addirion, rhere are more than 60
specics known only to Cockpit Country, some of which an
isolated o just one hill, The whole region includes more than




1000 species of animals and plants within a 500 square mile
area, and provides 40% of Jamaica’s freshwarer.

Mining in the Cockpit Country will have human
consequences too. The region has a long history of resistance,
retaining a Maroon population of some 5000 people, who
during the tme of British rule provided a refuge for slaves
fleeing British oppression. The Maroon resistance was such thar
Cockpir Country was the only area of Jamaica never conguered
by the Brirish, resuling in only one road ever being buile
through ir, and a peace treary thar the Brivish were forced to
gigm in 1738, Maroon culrure and mraditionz are erill very much
alive: If we had not protected the Cockpit country for this
many years, it would be deforested. It would be well cur down
like other places in Jamaica and rthar is why we are against
mining everywhere in the area' (Harris Crawley, of the
Accompong Town Marocons).

Resisiance
Recentdy, the combinarion of illnesses and birth defects caused
by the mining and refining operations, land appropriation and
environmental  destruction
mobilisanon  and

have lead W community
challenges 1w the Jamaican
governments relationship to companies like Alcoa, and rtheir
arrocious social and environmental practices. Protesters have

militant

clashed with police and ser fire to mining rucks, an
organisations such as the Morthern Jamaican Conservatio
Society and the Jamaica Bauxire Environmental Organisatio
Are CHmpaIgning fiercely against current mining operations an
ones in the pipeline.

Bauxite mining in  Jamaica epitomises the wor
consequences of big profitdriven, largescale industrial processe
on the nawral environment. The economic advantages of a fes
companies are being prioritised over the health of Jamaica
ecosystems and the Jamaican people, a story thar is becomin
increasingly common all over the world where the aluminiur
industry rears its ugly head.
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Clockwise fram rop right: Bloodgroup playing a SI benetit gig in Reykjavik, 2007, Eviabukker blockade, 2006; banners on police station, Recliis

The Streets. Reviavik, 2007: blockade of toocks, Kirahnpikar, 2005; dam invazion, Karahoiikar, 2006; Helpuvik protest ar Cenmuiry Alumini
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AFRICAN SMELTER ON HOLD... AEVEERLR

LERATO MARIA MAREGELE i5 a membe

African branch of the African socic-environmental

vrgamisation Earthlife Earthlife campaigns for

devel cd on clean and sustainable
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and coal
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nent solutions
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hold,
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on the situation...

Adrica the smruggle s sall comtinuing. We are
“xXpeEnencing blackowurs as our CIICTHY COILpPEny 1> l.-li”l“ll"d it doesn't
ave enough power to power us for the next 546 years, Bur surprisingly
ehie contmct between ALCAN and ESEKOM ir iz znill on the books.

In this time of electricity supply crisis, the reporred (SABC,
Ir'l'!l 08 construction ..||,|.|1| ol the Alcan smelrer ar ':.,ﬂl.‘ o3 15 1O 1‘\2‘

lere in Sourh

welcomed as a (st step towards a rationalized elecrriciey supply and

{stribution systei.

For over mwo years, Earthlife Alvica _]-.I||..|:|m'a—l'u|£ () has been
ampaiping agmnst the sale of bulk dectriciy wo Alcan ar low wariff
ares. In lare 2006, the Government & Eskom signed
with Alean under the Developmenral Electricity Pricing Progromme

WEPP). These deals ensured Alean 1350MW of power (enough o o
The estimated special ranff for Alean is

i ||I§_'|1-|, I_II‘ lt:“'.ll"‘

small eity) ar low rares.
126/ TWh
While the deraile of these deals remain secrer—due o dulwous
confidentialite clauses within the DEPP police=delaying consmmucrion
of the p]u'l_w:ﬂ'd simelter gives the Government the rime scrap the
DEPP. This will enable the Government to replace the DEPP with an
policy oo industrial electricity supply thar will

OpChn, TTAansgsarent

ensure industrial customers meaningfully conrribure owards paying
tor the expansion of Eskom's generating capacity

In particular, the nme has come w ensure that Eskom increases
the penerarton of clecricity from renewable reources, in particular
Concenrrared Solar Thenmal, and that the tanff system is brought into
line with the new realirdes,

Larthlife Africa Thi believes that as commading prices nse over the
next Hve years lm|, -.'na|. natiral PAs, and vranium) -|-'|'I-\.|- as South Africa
emizgzions, South Alrica

and rowards renewable

comes under increasing pressure o cnr CO2
will lmve to transition away from fosseil fuels
forms of energy.

Government pelicies like the DEPP prevent this. Th
LA ron IH.'II.I['II.i |h|_I [‘.']'FP' and tlwe :-l_||_l:-|_l|||!|_'|'.'. Alcan deal is thar
the Apartheld system of providing heavy industry with

L]
e underlying

dirty, cheap
elecrriciy from coal-fired power stauon: iz applicable in the 2l
Alrica cannot

Cenmury. Thiz b5 not the case. South attord the

"..3'.|:r|u,'in{~‘~l'!.|l." of elecrriciry system under current

abal energy

treneds,

PAY MORE

iI.{‘-l.l.'l,"l.'L'[. l|_|_|,' CONVETSe S ﬂ|$|_‘t e, .L\'ﬂllrl.'l Adfrica can ﬂu“\'_'lh.i 1]
invest hieavily in an industrial plan ra desipn and manubacture
Only  last Centre  for

Renewable and Sustamable Enemgy Studics in the Western Cape
announced the possibility of generating 10,000MW of elecrricity from

rencwable crergy technology week, the

WG ]*I.'L“'L'r II1T'ITII'.

O national resotirces should be imvested in promoting this kind
of research and developmenr. Showering mx credits
|‘t‘:lﬂtllfl-11-g energy on loreign users in remm for very few jobs is an
ceonomic model best lefr in the 1960s

andd  clueap,

Alean lurks in the background, Eskom
raise the price
it further away from th

slease from Earthlife

Whilst Rio Tint:

oW 1.'.-|.1n|h

Earthlife Africa JThb, Anti-Privitisation Forum

2=t May 2008

The Narional Enerpy Bepulator of South Africa (NERSA) will hold »
|\|_||1]|.|_ hearing on Friday (23/05/08) on the 1.‘T('l|‘i!':'4.‘l.i Eskom il
increases, Earthlife Africa Jhb and the Anti-Privirisaion Forum will be
there, as will 200 community members from Soweta and Sashanpuve,
demonstrating agamst Eskom's unwise, illtimed and anti-poor price
increases.

The case against Eksowm's proposed marift increases has a few key
COMMPONENTE: Firsr, the mrift increases do not adequately protect poor
consumers and will bring new hardships o communiries already
This could be avoided through the
unplementation of a stepblock rariff and an inerease of the Free Basic
Allocation o 100EWh per person per maonrh.

The second main reason o reject Eskom's tariff increases is the
unwise financial planning thar stroctures the increases. By commirning
isell 1o a
Eskom is effecrively locking the entire country into a fossil fuel

struggling for mere survival.

new build programme of coal and uraninm power sources,

economy for the next Gifty years. Within wen to fifveen years, the cosrs
of solar and wind generation per EWh produced will be below thar of
coal and uranium, mostly due o the longrerm rise of coal, uranium,
ons and l‘ﬂrn:h‘nnl. srocks, These fos=l fue commodities are finive,
dwindling, and increasingly in demand. The longterm price of these
fuels will rize sionificantdy.

[T third reazan ie thar Fslom has fuled o show any meaninglul
commitment to costoutting measures; the ren million Rands
Lonuses Lo top aanagenent (who have manaped 1o per coal 5[1!\..'1‘1[:'1":'5
lorribly mixed up, invesred money in financial insrroments instead of
maintenance, and have cost the country billions through some
bizarrely-rimed blackouts) would be a grear place to searr,
is thar the Developmental Elecrricity Pricing
Programme (DEPP) and the related Alcan contract remain on rhe

[he final reason

hooks. Tr is economically unsound, socially evil, and environmenmlly
illcomeeived 1o provide power subsidies 1o a foreign corporation with
minimal job crearion while mising prices on the rest of South Afrcan

sociery, In ﬂl'!'.wn why should Sourth Afncm ctizens and emall

businesses have major price increases while forelgn corporations are

gunmanteed profits throuph areificially low prices!




CONCERNING THE FUNDEMENTAL

VALUES OF SOCIETY

nel discussion at the
zoth N

What are the Funda
II'|-:.|1I'-.'|I_'I.'| |'=

mia on the vember zooy

wental Values of
Chief of Palice

- v

Lilja Grétar

“For those of you who don't already know me, | am an acrivist
andd environmental scientist from the UK, 1 have been asked to
speak today on my experience of the basic values of Ieelandic
society, based on an interview [ did on Kastljos [news discussion
p;ugr;l!nuu'l in 'l.‘h‘lul.\t"l‘, .H‘Il.‘.']' I was r]'lrearened “'H’]'I. du:purrmmn
from leeland for my part in actions against the hemy industry
policy of your government. The letrer of requested deportation
which 1 received explained thar 1 may be expelled from Iceland
for a minimum of three vears as my behavior consrirures a
‘threar to the fundamental values of society’. In the interview |
noted how relling | thoughr this choice of words, and maised the
question: Whar are the fundamental values of leelandic society!
It seems that free hi]l!{!".ill l._'qlm] lE:’Illi:H and the lip‘il[ 1o provést
are not amongst them, so what does this sentence say! To me it
revealed @ very simple truth about the narure of the decision. |
had questioned the right of marker and economic values 1o
dominare sociery and namre, through the policy of heawy
industrialisation. In this accusation it was made painfully clear
thar rhese are rhe 'fundamenral wvalues’ of roday's leelandic
sociery even at the expense of human freedoms, and those who
1.l|".'ﬂrli';"| ﬂlll!l \HIH.L'-'\- Arc e 'l'nL'lLl?Ill'u: ]J'-.'IL'- l 'Jlui.l.l oy Ol I
eaplore this hypothesis tonight.

leeland is a country with a proud hisrory and belief in
strong democracy and human rghts. It is certinly perceived
from the ourside as a counrry wirth a representarive and refined
democratic system, and peaceful and humanisr values. Bur whar
are these bazie valuez we are 2o proud of mainmining in such a
I.Il'\."l'll:'llﬂ.'{{ .'H'Ii"id.'t‘lf':r -E-I'Ii'rl" are two L‘H:—'n'l!hil' |‘||i||:||'|'|:: |'||.i]i'l‘(.'i l:'l[
commonly perceived  fundamenral  values  of sociery  the
fundamental human rights and the basic democratic values, |
will o0 on 10 examine some of these values in detil, in relation
to their applications in modern leelandic society. Developed
democracies claim ro value above all the basic human righrs;
[ree apuuh, l._‘L‘LI:{[ |[g|1l:,, freedom of movement ete. E{Eghr:; that
were defined by hundreds of vears of social zrrugele against
repressive regimes, for equality and freedom, and are now

1:n;~|||i|n:;l into L:N CONY i:]'l.lil.'ll'i."\ .md government construrions

to put our minds ar rest.

So ler us starr with equal righes, perhaps the maosr
fundamental of these values, assumed by all and part of our
everyday theroric on the advantages of wesrern demecracy. But
how are our equal righrs monitored and enforeed! Well, if we

feel we have been reared unequally our first stop is the law
courts, designed 1o check the application of such rights and
deliver justice. Ir iz well known thar our ability 1o be represenred
1] l'hl: COourts rq_‘a_]ui.n:s :nu‘ drplﬁl‘n’h O MOTHEY; ﬁ!l:i'lii I:fl\."."_n'l:Tri.
payment of court fees, rime off work erc. So this gystem s
’ht‘dn“'l,t'l'l_rﬂl]‘r' f]u\.\"i_'ti ﬂ'l'ld IIT'H'i'l_II:II. Ei:i'fﬁ!!l“‘f :il ih riH.'. lJ Lty ol
governments and companics to practice and ensure equal rights
in their policies and acrions. But will they really do this at the
expense of enormous profir marging! Big corporations and state
economies operate by using cheap labour and products from
countries with dubious human rights to give their customers
cheap valueadded' poods. Value in this sense means only the
size of the dent in the purse, not the ligll.rs of those whose slave
labour creares it. To confuse the matter of equal rights further,
the use of human rights terminology must also be monitored, as
its oripinal purpose is misused and misteeared in the coun
room. The European Court of Human Rights has in several
cases awarded corporations the human rights of individuals.
The idea is that by acting against a corporation, you are acting
against its sharcholders and their fundamental human rights. (ie
|'|'|_p L\lq_pck,.u_ﬁng a :‘.-1:1_|;]-3|n11:1|d9: rruck Wil restrict the freedom of
movement of its sharcholders). Even these convennions now
serve 1o prorect the rights of big business and capital growth,
and do nor represent rhe voiceless majority as they were
mtened.

there iz considerable evidence
mistreatment of foreign workers ar the Kirahnjikar dams.
lllegal workers broughr by constructdon company Impregilo had
almost no ;r:ight\:. in leelandic soiety, and reports aof deaths ar
the work site are accused of being grossly underestimared. They
received no justice or equality here. The lcelandic stare ignored
thiz illerearmenr in favour of the profies promised by powerful

I leekind of terrible

companies like ALCOA, (and perhaps also in fear of speaking

apaingt  corporarions  with  such  highflving  conneetions),
P{'I’.-it]n:l“\.' | have L'x]:r.::iu::u:tl considerable i!'ll.‘.'k]ll".-lt[l".-' in my
treatment here. This summer | was sent directly to prison after
being notified of a line for disobeying the police. ln contrast o
the norm, 1 was given no time o pay the amount and no right
o appeal in the courts. 1 was sent immediarely ro prison where |
wias kepr in isolation for 8 days, as there was not space in the
womens prison for me. While inzide 1 was rold by the prison
F!Uﬁrd_\.' rh.ﬂf thhﬂ. WE 1.1_"'['!,' '|,'|H|_|'$|,|:J.| A% MOSE WOIMmWIeEn Ao PHT[IJ !llll."l.i
a few times before being imprisoned in leeland, hence the small
number of female prisoners. They were quite surprised that #
woman comvicted of her first and nonviolent erime would be
rreared this way, It seoms that this unfair teatment was
intentionally harsh as a warning to other protesrers thar they

were not wanted by the state.
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of dicratorships and communist regimes, we pride ourselves on
the free and unbiased press of the Western world, Bur how
impartial iz it really! leclandic media is conrolled by a few
|1rh.'ulr. LA TR R Hlui A ._'1'1I|H“ state rum uh:mt't\l, 1.1.'||i:'|| Acce(s
private finance. Whar are their interests! Can company owned
and sponsored media really criticise s own, or associated
companies, or report fairly on their economic abuses! In whose
interest was it that lies about the payment of Saving lceland
activists were published by RUV [national TV and radio station)
and never revoked despite complaint made through all the
official channels?

| will use the pertinent form of questioning aken by tribal
rights activists in India, whom 1 have worked with and ask: Free
speech for whom! Ar what cost!

Thiedly, and in strong relation to my experience, what of
freedom of assembly or the right to demonstrate? When our
ability ro express ourselves through the democraric system or the
free media fails, this is an essential human right to test our
democracy and the exisrence of our perceived fundamental
human rights and values, On this subject 1 will read from an
essay by booker prize winning Indian author Arundhati Roy:
"The only way to make democrcy real is to begin a process of
constant questioning, permanent provocation, and continuous
public conversation between citizens and the Swate. That
conversation is quire different from the conversation between
political parties. (Representing the views of rival political parties
i whar the mass media thinks of as halanced' reporting.) Ir is
important o remember thar our freedoms such as they are,
were never given to us by any government, they have been
wrested from them by us. If we do nor use them, if we do not
test them from rime o rime, they arrophy. If we do nor guard
thl:iu 1.'.HI1HIHIIII1,"1 tlu‘.)' will L lﬂkl‘:‘l away frnm us. If we :ln not
demand more and more, we will be left with less and less.” (Roy,
2009) In several instances the leelandic State has shown its
intolerance o the righr of freedom of assembly, and o methods
of civil disobedience as a form of protest.

In 2002 any person suspected of being a member of the
Falun Gong (a srrictly pacifist human rights movement), were
arrested or denied entry into leeland ar the requesr of a corrupt
and internationally frowned upon government (China.)

J'ﬁ-l.-'il a I'?L'IflUHﬂ-l Hﬁm.i‘.ﬂl.', I U'I-lcl'l. s Al CHHI“PlE t.[l]'l'l.l my
treatmnent here lase summer, After being arrested and taken o
Eskifjordur police station after a protest action, | found mysell
very thirsty while held in one of the small hot cells. When |
knocked on the door tw ask for a glass of water (my
constirutional right) | was rald, "You last vour rights when you
broke the law!" and denied the warer. This incidenr highlights
ro me the mentality of absolure lack of acceprance of the validiry
of this form of protest, and the lack of respect of human righes
by those who “s job it is to proteer them. (The police.) We suffer
from an olsession with the sacred’ nature of the law, which
denies us the right 1o challenge laws, ask who they are there o
protect, and allow society to change and grow as it has done
historically by the use of these methods.

Having examined some of the main human rights ler us
now mm o the fundamental values and building blocks of

democracy, the pride of Iceland s history as the first muly
democratic nation. Democracy is based on; participation (of
people in the system), representation (of the people by
politiciang) and  accounmability (of decisions mken ro rthe
people). By examining these elements | will present the idea thar
real democracy has been replaced by an 'illusion of democracy’,
manufactured by PR experts and spindoctors who now hold
such an important place in the workings of our governments. In
fact many western governments (including leeland) rely on this
illusion to maintain a fairly silent and disinterested population,
who don't question a socalled democratic system which benefits
big business and capiral growth ar the expense of all else (the
environment, civil liberties etc). The use of rhetoric has confused
the 'free-market’ with the freedom of the people, suggesting that
AN Open CConomic environment means an open society, and
disguising the loss of civil libertiez and democracy thar march
hand in hand with such unchecked and unquestioned capiral
growth.

First let us examine parricipation. In this the democratic
sysrems we use are fundamentally flawed. In the 2003 lcelandic
elecrions 33.7% vored Independence parry, 319 vored for the
Alliance (social democrars), and 17% vored Progressive. In the
following coalition, not only did just 34% vote for the winning
party, but a party with only 17% support achieved huge shared
power in povernment. This was the coalition who went on to
repeatedly  deny  requests  for  an
Karahnjukarvirkjun.

Secondly,  we  may representation and
accountability. Once elecred ir seems rhar minisrers have a clean
bill to de what they (and their interest proups) want withour any
accountability to, or representation of the people who pur them
there. In 2003 Prime Minister David Oddsson and Foreizn
Secretary Halldor Asgrimsson, allied leeland o the war in Irag
withour the consulration of the people or even the povernmenr.
This decision was vastly against public opinion. It was not
representative and against the parliamentary rules and the
constitution, which state that such issues must go through the
foreign affairs commitee (which it did not). The Penal Code
states that anyone who challenges the faimess of the Ieelandic
stare as defined in the constiturion is punishable by up ro 10
yvears in  prison. Were they mied on  rhis 4

open vote an

examine

crime! No.
Representation and accountability failed here, 23 in so many
CHseE,

Again, when the legal system and demoeracy has failed w
hold the government accountable, protest is the ouly avenue for
justice. In 2006 fifreen thousand pq:uph: marched in towns and
cities around lceland In protest of the drowning of
Karahnjokar, to no effect. It is no wonder that people feel
powerless with these methods of protesr, and rum o direct
actiem and civil disobedience to challenge decisions made in
their name. Some would even say thar corporations have more
power than people and even politicians in leeland. Since we
have seen the connection berween money and power, it is clear
that enormous monopolies like ALCOA, Daugur Group,
RioTinto and the KolKrabbin hold much. And how are they
held accountable’ DECODE, the owner of almaose all leelandic
human DNA are zelling off their information o other
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the leelandic public, an amount so small thar Landsvirkjun (the

national power company) will not even disclose it. Again we ask:
R{_‘.l!l’l!:il.!ill'.lril m for whom!? At what cost! Democracy for whom!
At what cost!

Modern Western democmacies (such as leeland and the UK)
rely on a silenr and disillusioned p{rpulmiun, allowing the
passing of controversial policies withour check, as we are fooled
by rthe rhewric of democracy and freedom. Unlike under a
harsh dictatorship or tough communism, we are oo wealthy
and content 1o question the system thar creates our wealth. On
the issue of authority and acceptance, [ always find the famous
peychological test by Stanley Milgram very interesting. In this
experiment a member of the public is asked to participate in a
contrived experiment in which they must read out a list of
questions to a second participant (actually an actor) sitring in
the next room. When the answerer gets the questions wrong,
the parricipant musr give them an elecrric  shock, the dose of
which will seem to increase with each wrong answer until ir
reaches a red (seemingly very dangerous) zone on the machine.
Thr I'h'lrl‘it':irl:l]:ﬂ A= lII‘Hr r}'ll' RETEAINE fl!. l'h.ﬂ_' ANEWETEr :E'I"Til'il;
loweder and more horific with each dese. Yer, in most
experniments the participant complicd to a very worrying level of
clecrric dosage and did nor question the authority of the whire-
coated, clipboard holding scientist directing the test. Milgram
concluded that the perceived aurhority of the scienrist removed
the personal values of the participant to some extent. He went
on to examine how i'.L"Jl.:IIl‘FIi.iil'lL'.-l.: 1:]'1;-1"_;5.."1.' with wvariations to
certain aspects of the experiment. He found that compliance
dropped dramatically when: a) the scientist did not wear a
labeoar or held a clipboard, 1) A third party acror playing
another member of the |:|uh|ivc entered and L]llnﬁri:_'rn-:‘d the
validity of the experiment. When related ro democracy and
societal values, the firsr insrance shows rhe impormance of
perceived lepitimacy in authority fipures, and the need for the
PR man o ensure the image keeps the people silenr and
satisfied. The second ¢element | find most interesting as it shows
the huge destabilising force of the dissenting public voice 1o the
illusion of democracy. It only takes one other voice of concern
to unmask the powers thar be and lead o rejection of the
system and reestablishment of
persomal  values. No  wonder
governments  my s hard o
quash  prorest  against  their
content s ]'I-I'IH{"II.'H.

asking
consider

Finally, when

leclanders what  they
the basic values of their saciery,
the issue of Independence came
up time and time again. It scems
that if liberty is the fundamental
value of the USA, Independence
is that of leeland. leelanders are
respected  worldwide for their
rejection of a nadonal army, of

the EU, of the globalisation of

T 1‘H. sell .ull!hui.'ut 4s 4N |-l.mL| stale ]14. e, even al the cost of
expensive farcar friendships in Europe and beyond. Despite
this, there is great willingness of the leelandic nation to accept
neocolonisation of the economy by very few Aluminium
corporations, who rip off energy at a fraction of the public cost,
burdening the taxpayer and coeating economic reliance on so
few foreign companies. (ALCOA admimed in a4 meeting in
Brazil thar they are paying less than half for Icelandic power, as
they will pay for big dam electricity there.) Yer, when foreign
activists join lcelanders in opposing this sellour rhey are
shunned and rold, ‘it iz not your business',

So it seems that the freemarket, the economy and leeland's
role in corporate globalisation are the key values of roday's
leelandic sociery. So we ask once
whom? At what cost? Does globalisation mean internarional free
movement of people! No, not in the case of the Falun Gong, or
Saving leeland acrivises repeatedly threarened with deportarion.
Does it mean equal respect for all human lives! Nor in the case
of the secrerive rrearment of workers ar Kiarahnjikarvirkjun.
Does ir mean meaningful internaronal rrearise on climare

maore: Globalisation for

l,'I1:|T'|E:I.'.| r:“.ilil llim'r'[T!IE‘h:lfiHn (%14 I:lll'll';lr "-'ii."“i““.'lh! H{,‘ -'l];-'li.i ;'
doesn't. Geir H. Harde i3 even currently trving to weedle his way
out of lecland's already excessive Kyoto allowances, And, if these
are the values of lceland, are they really the values of the
leelandic people? Or just those of the powerful few ar the head
of the decision making process! If these are not rhe people's
values, how will the people object o them? How will they regain
and redefine the real fundamental values of socieny? That is the
question which faces lceland and most states today. In a climate
where the marketgod has become almost unquestioned as the
basis of our life and values, we must decide whether ir is really
ok to take the blue pill and sertle into the cushioned comfort of
the illusion, or gulp rhe red pill, open our eyes, and ser
ourselves o unmasking rhe powers thar we must once again
wrest our values from.”

= Luckily Miriam was acquirted when there was public outery
against her unfair accusation.

5!-I1-H-D££gu
Row, Arundhar, 2005,
Books, India.

‘An ordinary pergans miide ro empire’. Penpiin
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